That the Arraigning and Murther of King Charles I. 

can by no means be Juſtified by the Proceedings of 
the 2 Parliament againſt King James II. 
upon his cation; the Grounds and Manner 
thereof being wholly different, & 8 


„„ ner 


and Iflue of the late CIVIL WAR. 
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Dialogue the Fourteenth. = 
Printed for N. Rogers at the Sun in Fleerftreet R. Knapleck at 


che Angel in St. Paul's Church. Yard ; A. Bell at the Croſs- 
Keys and Bible in Cornbill; and T. Cockerillat the Three Legs 


An Exact Relation of the Beginning, Progreſs, | 


| and Bible againſt Grocers- Hall in the Poultrey. 1702. 
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Os N H E 
8 ol Preface to the Reader. 


B HE Enfuing Diſcourſe was intended. %% 
blue been Publiſh d about Nine Years ago, 
41 4 Concluſion to the reſt of the Dia- 
logues that made up my Bibliotheca Politica ; bur 
that the Bookſeller who undertool the Printing of 
\ them, declin d doing it, becauſe he judged thoſe. be 

had Wien, enough for his Purpoſe. But ſt I nce I 


have obſerved Two Oppoſu ite Factions agreed in this 
Trent” 0 for. the better ſupporting their falſe No- 
. tions), That the Abdication of 7 Ring James, and 
| placing His preſent. Majeſty ( with the late Queen 
Mary) upon the Throne, is no ways to be defend- 
| 24. . ödev eh Principles; and that 
whoevir How vindicates the late Revolution, mu 
thereby juſtify the Depoſition and Beheading of 
Ring Charles the Firſt ; which beſides the Villany 
of the Deed it ſelf, hull be" to contradict the Ge. 
neral Senſe of the Whole Nation, declared in the 


* Act of Parliament for the At tainder of che "20 
Re icides; © 2. C. 30. 


Iſhall ther efore 9 give you ſome part of that Statute, 
Hoh to ſhew the true Senſe of the Lords and 
Commons in that Point : Where it was declared, 


WE That 


* 


To the Reader. 
That the Horrid and Execrable Murtber of His 


$ * Majeſty s Royal Father of Ever-bleſſed and Glo- 


© rious Memory, bas been committed by a Party o 
© wretched Men, deſperately wicked, * N in 
© their Impiety; who having firſt plotted and contri- 


© ved the Ruin and Deſtruction of this Excellent 
* Monarchy, and with it, of the True Reformed 


© Proteſtant Religion, — 1. had been ſo long pro- 
* teffed by it, and flouriſhed under it found it neceſ- 


* ſary, in order to the carrying. on of their pernicious 
© and Traytorous Deſigus, to throw down all the 


* Bulwarks and Fences of the Law, and to ſubvert : 


© the very Being and Conſtitution of Parliaments, 


© that ſo they might at laſt make the way open for any 


further Attempts upon the Sacred Perſon of His 
 ©Majeſty Himſelf: And that for the more eaſy ef- 


Jelzin thereof, they did firſt ſeduce ſome part of 
© the then Army into a Compliance, and then kept the 


© reſt in ſubjection to them, partly for Hopes of Pre- 
* ferment, and chiefly for fear of loſing their En- 


"Ae * ployments and Arrears ; until by theſe, and other 


© more odious Arts and wicked Devices they had fully 


© ſtrengthned themſelves both in Power and Faction: 
n i being done, they did declare againſt all man- 
© ner of Treaties with the Perſon of the King, even 


* then, while a Treaty by Advice of both Houſes of 


© Parliament was in Being; remonſtrate againſt the 


0 I of Parliament for fuch an, ſeine 


upon 


1 


To the Reader. 


£ upon His Royal Perſon , while the Commiſſioners 

© were returned to the Houſes of Parliament with 
His Anſwer : And when His Conceſſions had been 

© voted a Ground for Peace, ſeize upon the Houſe of 


© Commons , ſeclude and impriſon ſome Members, 
£ < farce out others ; and there being left but a ſmall 
© Remnant of their dn Creatures (not a Tenth 


. - ns of the whole) did ſeek. to ſhelter themſelves 
© by this weak, Pretence, under the Name and Au- 


© thority of a Parliament ; and in that Name la- 
© boured to proſecute what was yet behind and unſi- 


£ niſhed of their long-intended Treaſon and Conſpi- 


© racy: To this purpoſe they prepar d an Ordinance 
3 W erecting a prodigious and unheard-of Tribunal, 


© which they called An High Court of Juſtice: . for | 


« Tryal of His Majeſty : And having eaſi ly procu- | 


© red it to paſs in their Houſe of Commons, as it 

© then flood moulded, ventur d to ſend it up to the 

«© Peers then fi itting, who totally rejected it: Where- 
* upon their Rage and Fury increaſing , they preſu- 


© med to paſs it alone, as an Act of the Commons, 


and in the Name of the Commons of England : 
© And having gain d the Pretence of Law, by a 
© Power of their own making, perſue it with all 5: 
© fible Force and Cruelty ; until at laſt, upon the 
© Thirtieth of January, One thouſand ſix hundred 
= and eight, His Sacred Majeſty was brought 
© unto a 9 and there 3 Murtber 4 be- 


„ > -. » 


T6 che Reader, 


© faxe the Gates of His own Royal Palace. And 
© becauſe by this Horrid Action the Proteſtant Re- 
{ ligion hath received the greateſt Wound and Re- 


* proach, and the People of England the moſt in. | 


ſupportable Shame and Infamy that was poſſible-for 
© the Enemies of Cod and the King to bring upon us; 


* whilſt the Fanatick Rage of 4 Few Miſcreants 


* (who were as far from being True Proteſtants, 
© as they were from being True Subjects ) ſtands 


© imputed by our Adverſaries to the whole Nation, 


And: then it proceeds with the Lords and Com- 
mons their Deteſtation and Abhorrence of that Impious 
Fact, as 4 moſt Execrable Murther and Unparal- 


lel'd Treaſon againſt the Life of His Majeſty's. | 


Royal Father; and goes on to the making every 
Thirtieth of January ( unleſs it happens on a Sun- 
day) an Annual Faſt. And at laſt they Attaint Oli- 
ver Cromwell, and all the reſt therein mentioned, 
as being guilty of the ſame. 

Ibis is a ſufficient Evidence in it elf, to prove, 
That though we are obliged by this Act to heep an 

Anniverſary Faſt for the Abominable Sin commit- 


ted on this Day, yet All the Eſtares of Parliament 


did hereby fully declare, it was no National Sin, 


but the Act and Villany of a Few Miſcreants, who 
were back d and ſupported by a then irrefiſtible Fa- 


ction in the Army, FE 
Let however, I muſt confeſs,” both Jacobites and 
AF. I Republicans 


To the Reader. 


b do frill obſtinately maintain (. tho for 
different Ends and Views ), That the late Revolu- 
3 tion cannot be juſtified otherwiſe than upon the Jo- 
pick, above-mentioned in the beginning of this Pre= 
5 1 ; the Former to bring us over ( if pogſivle 46: 
\ their Conceits, or at leaſt to make us quit our Old 
1 Noneſt Cavalier Principles; whilſt; the! Latthy 
Tn. make uſe of the - fame Argument, the better to juſtify | 
that wicked and Traiterous Action of the Party they. 
had eſpouſed. | 
I Þ'have ebe, 48 Friend to that Primnicrde 
Church, of which J am (and hope ſhall ever chi- 
nue) a Member, endeavoured to vindicate not. only 
the late Happy Revolution, but alſo that admirable 
Conſtitution of our Government by Ring, Lords, 
and Commons, under which J was born, pg which 3 
we now ſo perfect) enjoy; and for that end babe 
Len lileuiſe prevail d nponyto publiſh the enſuing 
Diſcourſe; wherein ] have maintain d and ended 
the Antient Rights and Prerogatives of the King, 
together with the Juſt Liberties and Privileges of 
ö the People, without making the one Arbitrary , or 
#-. giving the leaſt Countenance to the other to Rebel 
_ againſt, or Depoſe the King, whenever they ſhall - 
think fit. And I heartily wiſh that it may have 
that good Effect on all thoſe who love the Truth, 
the Proliant Religion, and Preſent ERabliſh- 
ment, ad which it was * af ign d. 
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T HE 


BETWEEN 


Mr, MEANWELL, a Civilian 


AND 


NI. F FR EE M A N, a Geneleman, 


about ſomewhat that I have heard to day, which 
has very much raiſed my Spleen againſt all the 
__ & Complying-Clergy, who juſtify this Revolution; 
and it ſatisfies me, that moſt of them are no better than 
downright Hypocrites and Turn- Coats. | 
F. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to tell me, What it is that has 
put You into this Ferment? 
A. I ſhall, and am glad to find You ſo willing to 
| hear me: You muſt know then, That this being the Thir- 
. tieth of Fanuary, the Anniverſary of the Martyrdom 


of that Great and  Pious Prince, who fell on this 


day by the bloody Hands of his Rebellious Subjects:; 
Il was reſolved to go and hear one of our Celebrated 
| Preachers in the City, to obſerve how he would manage 


and Tickliſh Subje& ) ſince I foreſaw, That as he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily condemn that horrid and barbarous Fact, fo he 


which. was begun and „rx d on upon te lame Principles, 


AM. * ee come this Evening & to Diſcourſs with You 


though 


Gareth Dialogue 


75 


his Point ( which I muſt tell You, I thought was a Nice 


would likewiſe at the ſame time juſtify this Revolution, 
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but yet that it was ſtill downright Rebellion deſore 
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Bibliotheca Politica. 


though not by the ſame Perſons: And I was not deceived 
in my ExpeRations : For my City Doctor was ſhrewdly put 


to it z and like an Aſs mumbling a Thiſtle, tho' he con- 


demned the Fact of this Day with great Warmth, and Bit- 


terneſs of Spirit; yet, when He came to handle thoſe good 


Old Church of England Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience, and 


Non Reſiſtance, He touched them very ginger ; becauſe he 
was afraid they would go near to prick his Chops : There- 
fore being ſenſible, That this Revolution was not to be j 


ſtißed, upon thoſe Terms, He fell into a ſtrange Fantaſtical 


Hypotheſis, of God's ways in diſpoſing of Kingdoms ; and that the 


Prince of Orange, by the wonderful Succeſs of his Arms 
againſt King Fames, was, by a kind of Mixt Right of Con- 


queſt and Election, become our King; and by God's Pro- 
vidence, wonderfully declaring it ſelf in his Favour , He 
might, nay ought to be lawfully Owned and Recog- 


nized as ſuch by all the Subjects of this Kingdom 


God , for any private Perſons to conſpire, or make War 
againſt the King; which I thought very ſtrange Doctrine: 


Since the Prince of Orange ſet forth in his Declaration 
(which we have no reaſon to disbelieve) that He was invited 
over by divers of the Biſhops, Peers, and Gentlemen of the 


od, that one of the 


Kingdom, which was ſo far made 13 
| ers, either 


Fir, and divers of the Second an 


declared for Him, or actually went in to Him upon His : 
Landing : Beſides thoſe who came over with Him in a Mi- 
litary poſture. But how they could be juſtified by this Do- 


Ror's Principles, let thoſe look to it whom it concerns. 


But I am fure His whole Sermon was ſo far from Edifying, 


that it gave great occaſion of Scandal and Offence to all 


the honeſt and judicious part of his Auditory ; for if God's 
Providence muſt be brought in to juſtify, at every turn, a 


Rebellion, or Revolution (as it is now more ſoftly worded) 
I cannot ſee, why the Murther of King Charles the Firſt m 17 


not alſo be juſtified upon thoſe very Principles; it being 


ſufficiently known to all that lived in thoſe times, that 


Cromwel and the Rump appealed to their ſtrange and wonder- 


ful Succeſſes and Victories over the King;andGod's deliverin 


Him into their Hands (all which in their Cant they called 


Providences) as an Indication that God had deſigned Him 
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Bibliotheca Politica. 
be taken off in the manner He was : And that their Wicked, 


Illegal, and Tyrannical Power, was that which was thereby © 
Sanctified and Ordained by God, and to be ſubmitted to and 


 Obeyed, according to the Apoſtle's Precept, Let every Soul Rom. 13. 
- be Subject to the Higher Powers; the Powers that be are ordained ver. 1, & 2. 


of God, &c. So that by ſuch a plain and manifeſt wreſting of 


Scripture, the moſt open and barefaced Rebellions and Ulur- 


pations, when they prove ſucceſsful enough to carry the 


Outward Shew of a Civil Government, muſt preſently be 


owned as God's Ordinances 3 and if this muſt paſs for found 
Doctrine, I think it were better wholly to lay aſide the Ob- 
ſervance of this Day, though appointed by Act of Parlia- 
ment, than thus to mock God, and at the ſame time con- 


demn an Action, when done by thoſe we call by the hard 
Names of Rampers, Commonwealths-men, and Fanaticks; and 


yet in the ſame breath juſtify the very like practices of 
thoſe who now call themſelves Aſſerters of the Monarchy, 


and ſeeming Members of the Church of Exgland, who have 
folemnly declared King James to have abdicated the Throne 


upon the Breaches of I know not what Original Contract, 


and Fundamental Laws; and it thereby becoming vacant, 


have placed the Prince of. Orange, and His Princeſs on the 


Throne. And the Long Parliament after their Execrable 


Murther of King Charles, might with the like Right and 
Juſtice have proclaimed Croma el (the chief of His Enemies 


and Judges) for Lawful King, as he fate up himſelf after- 


wards for Protector, by the like Providential Title. 

And though, I confeſs, the Prince of Orange hath not 
been ſo cruel to His Uncle and Father in Law, as to im- 
priſon Him, and take away his Life, but gave Him an op- 


por tunity to make His Eſcape : Yer whether That did not 
more proceed from Intereſt, than eicher Mercy or Good 


Nature, I may have ſome reaſon to doubt: Becauſe had 
the Prince either Imprifoned Him, or put Him ro Death, 


it would have proved diſadvantageous to His Intereſt, and 


turned to His Prejudice, even among the (ommon People 
of the Nation; and beſides, would have prevented the No- 
tion of the King's Voluntary Abdicat ion of the Government, 
which has been ſince fo greedily ſwallowed by an Hypo- 
critical, or at leaſt an Unthinking Party of the Houſe of 
Commons ; and how they would have proceeded againſt His 

on. _—_ eie 
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Perſon (had he ſtayed here) God knows. For they might 
with the ſame Juſtice have taken away His Life, as decla- 
red Him to have Abdicated, that is (as Lou Your ſelf con- 
feſſed at our laſt meeting) forfeited His Crown: So that, 
to conclude, I ſes no difference but the Changing of the 
Names of the Perſons that can juſtify this Revolution from 
the ſame Imputations of Treaſon and Rebellion, as the 
Murther of King Charles the Firſt; for though his Son is 
ſtill (God be praiſed ) alive in France, yet the Party You 
have ſo much Vindicated, have done all they can to deſtroy 
His Politick Perſon, by declaring Him actually deprived 
of all Sovereign or Regal Power, as Lawful King of Eng- 

land. 5 5 | 8 ; | ; 1 
F. You have made a ſharp Diſcourſe againſt the Murther 
of K. Charles the Firſt, and Abdication of his Son, King James II. 
In great part of which, as I ſhall not oppoſe You, ſo, 
I hope, the unwary and indiſcreet handling of this Subject 
by ſome of our Ciry Preachers, will not prejudice You 
againſt the late Revolution, and placing the Prince of 
Orange on the Throne : For, as I agree with You, That a 
Temporal Succeſs or Victory of any Party of Men, nay, 
of a whole Nation againſt an Enemy, either Foreign or 
Domeſtick, ought not to be urged as an evident Token of 
| God's approving the Cauſe they were engaged in; being 
ſenſible, That this Argument has been made uſe of, not on- 
ly by Cromwel, and his Long Parliament, both before and 
after the King's Murther ; And is indeed the Common To- 
pick and Refuge of all unjuſt Force and Violence commit- 
ted in the World; and ſerves the Turks at this day for their 
main Argument of the Truth of their Religion, and the 
Juſtice of their Arms againſt the Chriians : And therefore 
before ever we give a Judgment concerning God's allowance 
of ſuch Actions (tho' never ſo amazing and ſucceſs- 

ful) we ought to diſtinguiſh berween God's permiſlive, 
and his declared and expreſs Will, or Providence; without 

the former of which, no human Actions, whether Good or 
Bad, could ever be 8 about; ſince he has ſo wiſely 
contrived all the Affairs of this World, That even the wicked 
Actions of Men do turn to his own Glory, and the Com- 
mon Good of Mankind; yet his direct and declared Will 
ought never to be made uſe of as an Argument, but where 
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the Scriptures ſo declare it ; or that the apparent Juſtice and 
Merits of the Cauſe may make us preſume, That God by 
His granting Succeſs, does likewiſe allow the Juſtice of the 


Cauſe. | | | ODOR | 
I have not therefore, in whatſoever I did or ſhall ſay on 


this Subject, drawn any Argument for the preſent Govern- 
ment from that Head, nor found Their Majeſty's Right to 
the Throne, on the fallacious Topick of Succeſs : But as 
for your main Objection, and which ſo much ſcandalizes 


a prejudiced and inconſiderate Party of our Church, That 


this Revolution (if adher'd to) will ſerve to juſtify the 


Depoſing and Murthering of King Charles the Firſt, I ut- 


terly deny; ſince there are a great many, and thoſe very 
Material, Differences between that Fact, and the Abdica- 
tion of the late King. | | n 


I ſhall therefore proceed to ſhew you theſe Grand Dif- 


ferences between thoſe Two Tranſactions; which I ſhall do, 
_ Firſt by enquiripg into the Beginning and Original of the 


Diſputes between King Charles, and his Parliaments : And 
then comparing them with choſe which lately happened be- 


 . tween the late King James the Second, and his Parliament, 


and his Proceedings after its Diſſolution. So that if we look 


back upon the Actions of both theſe Princes, and the Pro- 


ceedings of the Parliament and People of England, in oppo- 


ſition to them, we ſhall find them vaſtly different. Firſt, as 


to the Original of them, King Charles was left involv'd in a 


War with Spain by his Father; and being not long after un- 


luckily engaged in another with France, and denied any Aſſiſt- 


ance in Three Succeſſive Parliaments : T grant he was for- 


ced, for the carry ing on of theſe Wars, to take very Illegal 


Courſes by Loans, and Privy- Seals, and other ways to raiſe 


Money; and being ſo often diſappointed of his Expectati- 


ons of receiving any benefit by Parliaments, it was no won- 


der, if that Diſlike was afterwards by ſome Evil. Counſellers 
about him (who fear'd to be called to Account for what 
they had ated contrary.to Law) heightened to a perfect 


Averſion to them; and he put upon to raiſe Ship Money by 
the bare Opinion of the Major-pare of the Judges, contrary 
to Law; yet to ſay Truth, this Money was not vainly 
Squander'd away, but really laid out for the uſe of the Na- 
vy, in buying in of Naval Stores, and building of Men 


of 


War, 


ö f 
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War; the Royal Sovereign being made out of that Money * 
But when the Neceſlicy of the King's Affairs upon the 
breaking out of the Scottiſ War, obliged him to call a Par- 


the whole power of the Militia 
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liament, he then offer'd, if he might have a ſufficient A.-. 


ſiſtance againſt them, to have redreſſed all thoſe Grievances; 


and had certainly done it, had not che Houſe of Commons, 


by denying the King that reaſonable Aid he required, ob- 


liged him to diſſolve them. But when the Long - Parliament 


in 1640. came to Sit, the King having then, upon the Earl 


of Strafford's, and the Archbiſhop Laud's being Impeached, 

and committed to the Tower, and the Lord- Keeper Finch, 
and Secretary Mindebank s withdrawing themſelves beyond 
Sea, altered his Meaſures, as well as his Counſellors, he conde- 


ſcended to paſs whatever Laws the Parliament thought fit to 


offer to ſecure the Nation againſt thoſe juſt Fears of Popery 


and Arbitrary Government, which then fo much perplex'd 
them. So that after all theſe unpatallell'd Condeſcenſions, 
they had no juſt reaſon longer to continue their Jealouſies, 
and diſcontents, unleſs they could wreſt from the Kin 


| „ Which gave the firſt occa- 
ſion to that unhappy Civil War, Op 


M. I grant what you fay to be in great part true; and 
yet upon your Principles this will not do the buſineſs; for 


if the King, upon any wilful breach of the Original Con- 


tract (as you call it) and obſtinately perſiſting in it, may 


be reſiſted by the People, and declared to have Ab dicated the 


Government, upon ſuch wilful Invaſions of out Fundamen- 
tal Laws and Liberties; King Charles the Firſt having alſo 
knowingly perſiſted in thoſe Violations after his granting 
the Petition of Right ſo ſolemnly, in his Third Parliament; 
and after many Petitions of divers of his Subjects againſt 
thoſe Oppoſitions, yet they were ſtill continued; ſure he 
might with as much Law and Juſtice have been reſiſted, 


and have had Arms taken up againſt him, by the People 
of England, as have been lately againſt his Son. And 


upon King Charless refuſal to redreſs them, might alſo 


have been declared by the Parliament to have Abdicated 


the Kingdom, by renouncing the lawful way of Govern. 
ment of it, according to your ſuppoſed Fundamental Con- 
ſticutions thereof: And yet for all that, che Long Parliament 

it ſelf, though they declared that the King's ſetting up his 


Standard 


Bibliotheca Politica. 
Standard at Nottingham, was an actual making of War upon 
the People of England in their Repreſentatives; yet neither 
then, nor in the very Heat of this War did they ever arrive 
to that degree of Impudence, as to declare the King to have 
broken his Original Contract, and thereby to have Abdicated the 
Government; but ſtill continued their Addreſſes to him for 
Peace, if they might have had it upon their own Terms; 
nor yet when they had Voted no more Addreſſes to the King, 
dlid they ever declare that He had forfeited- the Crown 
by his wilful breach of the Laws, and making War upon 
his People. Theſe things, I ſay, were never done by them, 
till Cromwel and the Army, with the Independent Party in 
the Houſe, firſt declared at St Albam, That the King, by 
beginning a War upon the People, had committed Treaſon 
againſt them. But your Convention has quite outſtript the 
Old Presbyterians, and have not only laid aſide the King as 
they did, but have alſo taken from him the very Title of 
King, and have declared him to have Ablicated the Govern- 
ment; which AR, I doubt, can never be juſtified by your 
Notion of making him forfeit the Throne by a Tyrannical 
Adminiſtration, and fo to depoſe Himſelf. Es | 
F. Lam very -forry to fee you ſo hard put to it, as to find 
no way to juſtify the late King's Miſcarriages, but by com- 
paring them with thoſę of his Father's Reign; which, though 
I grant them to be very great, and in ſome things worſe 
than thoſe of his Son's; yet were they chiefly at the beginning 
of his Reign, and indeed before he had granted the Petition of 
Right, when he had in truth very much violated the Laws of 
the Kingdom, by Exacting Lega! Loans, and Impriſon- 
ing thole that refufed to pay them ; as alſo by levy- 
ing Soldiers, and requiring the Counties to furniſh. 
the Charges of Coat and Conduct. Money for them, contrary 
to Law. I grant alſo that His appointing Commiſſioners to 
Try. Condemn and Execute Soldiers by Martial-Law in 
time of Peace, were againſt the known Laws of the Land, 
as allo quartering them in private Houſes, whether the Own- 
ers would or not; and then his impriſoning divers People 
of Quality without any Cauſe ſhewn, or Time limited. 
and without ſuffering them to be delivered by Habeas Corpus, 
as by Law they ought, All which Grievances being briefly 
ſummed up in the Petition of Right, were, ( chough not with- 
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out ſome difficulty) at laſt redreſſed by the King, in that 
remarkable Anſwer, I have already cited, Soit Droit Fait 
A Come il et deſire. And although there may be a great deal 
1 8 ſaid by way of Excuſe in the King's behalf, for thoſe illegal 
A and arbitrary Proceedings; As that he then found himſelf 
1 ; engaged in a War with the Emperor and Houſe of Auſtria 
about the Palatinate, and that at the deſire of the Parliament; 
"i | And notwithſtanding when he could receive no Aſſiſtance 
58 | from them in the three firſt Parliaments of his Reign, He 
1 | was forced to make uſe of thoſe exorbitant Methods to raiſe 
Money, to carry on an unſucceſsfull War againſt Spain, 
and the Emperor, in order to reſtore the Prince Ele&or his 
Brother-in Law to his Inheritance; tho* who were the 
Cauſe of chis Neceflity, whether the King or the Houſe of 
Commons, I ſhall not now diſpute : But whoever was in 
the fault, it was ſufficient that the King redreſs'd all thoſe 
Grievances in the third Parliament of his Reign. And yet 
even before that time, I affirm there was no juſt Cauſe for 


| the People to take up Arms, ſince (as I ſaid at firſt ) thoſe 3 

1 Oppreſſions were either but light, or elſe fell only upon 

5 | i! ſome Trading Men; and I have already laid it down for a = 
EE N. B. Rule, That ic is never lawful to reſiſt the King's Com- 2 


© mands by Force; but when they ſtrike at the very Root 
© of the Conſtitution, and become not only General, but 
© Inſupportable by the Subjects; and that there is no hopes 
& left of redreſs by Parliament; which I do not ſee was the 
& Caſe at that time, ſeeing the King at laſt did remedy 


"IS © all. thoſe Grievances by a Parliament. 

"I M. I grant it might be as you ſay, but did not the Nati- 

E. on quickly fall into freſh Diſcontents by the King's exactin | 
= - of Tonnage and Poundage from the Merchants, before thoſe g 
-H Duties had been new granted and confirmeJ by At of + 
* 


l Parliament? And alſo, by his clapping up divers of them | 
| for refuſing to pay it? Nay, did he not alſo, ſome time after 
B | this, by the Opinions of almoſt all his Judges, and advice 
DEED OE. of his Privy Council, levy Sh:p-oney upon the whole King- 
dom by his own Proclamation, and committed divers-Gen- 
tlemen to Priſon that refuſed to pay it, nor would admit 
of any Habeas Corpus to releaſe them? I ſhall omit divers o- 
ther things of leſs Moment, ſuch as his diſpenſing with the 
Statutes againſt Popiſh Prieſts and Feſuits, and his relea- 
. e Ng ſing 
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ſing and perdotng of them, when they were Condemned | 
8 


As alſohismaking ſeveral Popiſhly-inclined Lord- Lieutenants, 
Deputy-Lieutenants, and Juſtices of the Peace; His turning 


out the Lord Chief. Juſtice Crew, becauſe he declared himſelf 


againſt the Loan; and Impriſoning the Refuſers of it during 
Pleaſure ; and would alſo have turned out the Lord Chief 
Baron Walter upon the ſame Account, had he not held his 
Place by Patent, Quam din bene ſe geſſerit; and yet never- 
theleſs he was forbidden Sitting in that Court any more ; 
which things are but the ſame in effect, as the Conven- 


tion have put into their late Declaration againſt the preſent 
King; and therefore I muſt ſay again, that the one is no 


more to be defended than the other. But if theſe things did 


not deſerve any Reſiſtance, or Abdicatioa of the Father; Why 


ſhould the like, nay leſs, matters have that Tragical Effect 


upon the Son? 


F. I ſhould not have deſired to enter upon this Odious 
Compariſon, or to rake into the Aſhes of the Dead ; yer, 
ſince you will put me upon it, give me leave to tell you 


my Opinion freely, of this part of the Reign of King Charles 


the Firſt; That thoſe Violations upon the Laws you mention, 
were ſo great and general, that had they been as obſtinately 
perſiſted in, when the Parliaments met in 1640, and 4r, 
I doubt not but they might have produced ( and that law- 
fully) the like Effects, as his Son's Miſcarriages have ſince 
brought upon him, by his going away, rather than he would 
ſuffer them to be-redreſs'd by a Free Parliament : But his 
Father was better adviſed, and either redreſſed thoſe Grie- 
vances and. Oppreſſions the Nation complained of before 
thoſe Parliaments fate ; or elſe yielded to the Parliament's 
Declarations againſt them, and gave up the Offenders to be 
puniſhed according to Law. Thus, for Example, before 


the Parliament ſate in 1640, He releaſed all thoſe Gentle- 


men, and Merchants, that were in Priſon, for not paying 

Ship- Money, Tonnage and Poundage, &c. And as for Ship- Mo- 

ney, he acquieſced under the Judgment of both Houſes, who 
condemned it as Illegal; and left all the Judges that gave 
their Opinions for it, to the Judgment of the Parliament: 

He alſo Signed a Bill to take away Tonnage and Poundage ; 

as alſo another to attaint the Earl of Strafford for endea- 

vouring to introduce an Arbitrary Government, and Subvert 

| | | Ez | mm 
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the Laws of the Kingdom. He alſo paſſed ſeveral other 


Acts for the taking away of the Star-Chamber, and High 
Commiſſion- Courts, and even for taking away the Votes of the 


Biſhops in the Houſe of Peers: And laſt of all, he paſſed 
that unparallel'd Act I now mentioned, of making the Par- 
liament not capable of being Adjourn'd, Prorogu'd, or 


Diſſolv'd, without their own Conſents : So that he omitted 
nothing (as I know of) that was defired of him for the 


redteſs of all thoſe Grievances that the Nation then juſtly 
complained of; thoſe Perſons who were accounted the Au- 


thors of them, being cither Executed, Impriſoned, and Fi- 
ned; or elſe ſaved themſelves by Flight.  ' 
But as for what you fay about that King's pardoning 


Popiſh Prieſta, and ſuſpending the Laws againſt Romm-Ca- 


tholicks, and turning out of Judges; they were nothing 


like what his Son King James hath lately done in that kind. 


For in the firſt place, his Father never did more in pardoning 
Prieſts, than what Queen El:zabeth, and King James the 
Firſt had often done before; who ſeldom or never Executed 
any, only for being Pries, unleſs they had alſo been found 
guilty of ſome other Treaſon : Nor do I know of any Law 

there then was in force againſt Roman-Catholicks, the Exe- 


cution whereof was openly ſuſpended by any Proclamation ; 


tho' I confeſs thoſe Juſtices of Peace, who were found moſt 
active in putting ſuch Laws in Execution againſt Papifs, 
were commonly put out of Commiſlion ; but as for the 
turning out of Judges, you can inſtance but in One who 
was ſo turned out, becauſe he would not agree to the Loan; 
but as for the Other, you your ſelf grant it was only offer'd 
at, but could not be done: But what is this to the turnin 

out of Three, or Four, or Five Judges at a time, becauſe 
they would not conſent to give their Opinions as the Court 
would have them, even in Matters of the higheſt Impor- 
tance? And then putting Papiſts, or elſe Men of the looſeſt 

Conſciences, and leaſt Law, in their Places, as was lately 
done? What is the pardoning of a few Pries, and the 


ſilent exempring fome Roman-Catholicks from the Penalties 


of the Laws made againſt them, in compariſon of a Ge- 
neral and Avow'd Suſpenſion, not only of all Laws againſt 
them, but alſo of all thoſe concerning Religion whatſoever ? 


This ſure was never practisd by any King of England be- 
fore our Times, f 1 To 
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To conclude: Let us now ſuppoſe that in the Year 
1641. the King, inſtead of redreſſing all thoſe Grievan- 
ces and Violations of the Laws we have now mention'd, 
ſhould have withdrawn himſelf into Ireland, and there have 
joyned himſelf with the Liſh Rebeli, and by the Aſſiſtance 
of the King of France, had made War upon this Kingdom; 


declaring that he would never put up his Sword, till he had 
made himſelf abſolute Maſter of all our Laws and Liber- 


ties: What think you the Parliament which was then Sit- 


ting would have done in this Caſe ? Can you believe they 
would have fate ſtill, without paſſing a Vote againſt the 
King's Arbitrary and Tyrannical Proceedings ? No cer- 


taialy, they would never have ſtopped, till they had de- 
.  clared Him, by thus becoming a Publick Enemy to his Peo- 


ple, to have Abdicated, or Forfeited all his Right to the Go- 
vernment of this Kingdom ; or elfe, I think, they could 


by no ways have ſecured the ſafety of it. 


M. But pray let me ask you one Queſtion more, before 


you proceed farther, ſince you have not yet anſwer'd my 


Objection: Why did not the Parliament then do fo, when 
the King did afterwards actually declare War againſt 
them? i: 1 „ I 

F. There were ſeveral good Reaſons for that: As Firſt, 
becauſe they could not but know in their own Conſciences, 


that the King, before his departure from London, had al- 


ready given them all the Security, againſt thoſe Oppreſſions 
and Violations that had been formerly committed, as they 
themſelves could deſite. And Secondly, becauſe they knew 


What they inſiſted upon with ſo much heat, to wit, the 


diſpofing of the Militia of the Kingdom, had been in the 


King's and his Predeceſſors diſpoſal, from time beyond 


Memory; ſo that there needed an expreſs Act of Parlia- 


ment to take it from him by Law (as they themſelves 


at firſt acknowledg'd:) And it was nothing but the Tumults 


that were raiſed in London by the Rabble's coming down to 
Petition the Two Houfes, and by their Violent inſiſting to 
have the whole power of the Militia out of his hands (which 


was indeed to take from him the chief Regal Power, That 
of the Sword ) could have thus forced him from the Par- 


liament, and to take up Arms, when he had neither Men 
nor Money to pay them, the 2 having ſtopped 
| . IS LEN 2 | J 
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his Revenues, ever ſince his going to Hall: And therefore, 


ſezing they had no other Cauſe, but their own Fears and 
Jealouſies to juſtify what they did, they had no way to do 
that, but by laying all the fault upon the King's Evil-Coun- 
ſellors, who had carried him away from his Parliament, to 
incite him to make War againſt it; to remove him from 
whom, and to bring him back to his Parliament, they made 
the chiefeſt pretence for the War; yet notwithſtanding there 
were ſtill left in the Houſe a great many honeſt well-mean- 
ing Men, called Puritans (the Name of Presbyterian being 


not yet in Faſhion; ) and who, tho' they were againſt all 


Arbitrary Proceedings, yet nevertheleſs loved Kingly Go- 
vernment, and did not deſire his Majeſty's Ruin, ſo long 

as there were any hopes left of coming to an Agreement 
with him, upon ſuch Terms as they thought would beſt ſuit 


with the Presbyterian Diſcipline, and the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the People; and theſe were for ending all Differen- 


ces by a fair Treaty, and afterwards Voted the King's Con- 
ceſſions at the Ie of Wight to be ſatisfatory ; and being for 
this alone driven out of the Houſe by Cromwel,: and his In- 


dependent Faction, were called the Excluded Members, and 
were the very Men, who being afterwards brought again 
into the Houſe by General Monk, joyned with him in Vo- 


ting for a Free Parliament, or Convention, which (you 


know) recall'd, and Reſtored the King, and Royal Fa- 


mily. | | 92 „ 
M. I cannot deny, but you have given me a fair Ac- 
count of theſe Tranſactions ; yet, methinks, according to 
your Principles, I can ſee no reaſon why the People might 
not have riſen up in Arms againſt the King in that long 


Interval of Parliaments, when he levied Ship-Money ; and 


(as you own) did ſo many Illegal things, and that to force 


him whether he would or not, to call a Parliament, to re- 
dreſs thoſe Oppreſſions and Grievances the Nation then lay 
under ; and yet you cannot ſhew me any Man in England, 
who had either the Will, or Intereſt to raiſe a Rebellion 
againſt the King during thoſe Eleven Years that thoſe things 


were tranſacted ; ſo well were the People ſatisfied with His 


Majeſty's Government, notwithſtanding all the ſecret Mur- 
murings and Diſcontents of ſome Leading and Factious 
Men againſt his Proceedings. And therefore, when the 
| | Moe ; Scots 
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Scots firſt invaded Euglaud upon the Account of the New 
Service- Book, I cannot find but the Major part of our No- 
bility and Gentry were well enough ſatisfied with the King's 
Proceedings, and ſerved him with great Courage and Fide- 
lity at his firſt Expedition againſt the Scots, 0 
F. If this be ſo, You your ſelf have given me a ſufficient 
Reaſon, why neither the People, nor any part of them, 
ought then to have taken up Arms againſt the King; for 
if the Major-part were ſo well ſatisfied, as you make them to 
be, it was a ſign that the Oppreflions were either not Gene- 


ral, or elſe but very light and eaſy to be born; and there- 


fore (no doubt) they ought to wait the King's time when 


He would call a Parliament, rather than involve the Nation 


in-a Bloody Civil War, which I never ſuppoſe lawful, but 
as the laſt and only Remedy (as our caſe lately was.) And 
beſides all this, yov know very well, that Ship-money (which 


was the Chiefeſt and moſt Illegal of theſe Oppreſſions) 


was declared to be according to Law by all the Judges of 
England in the Exchequer-Chamber, except Two, who ! grant 


argued againſt it, with greater Law and Reaſon, than the 
Majority of them could produce on the other ſide ; as ap- 


pears by their Arguments, ſince printed in Dr. Franklin's 


Annals; yet, however, ſo long as the Judges are looked 


upon as the Interpreters and Declarers of what is Law in 
doubtful Caſes in the Intervals of Parliament; I told you 
at our laſt Meeting, that whatever is done under ſuch a 
Colour of Law, ſupported by their Determinations rightly 
given, ought not to be oppoſed or reſiſted by the Subjects, 
till their Judgment be Reverſed, and Declared Illegal by 
Parliament. | | — 
Baut indeed you are ſomewhat miſtaken in Matter of Fact; 
for though I admit that Sbip- money was a very light Tax, in 
compariſon of what we have felt ſince; and that moſt of 
thoſe Impriſonments you complain of, fell only upon ſome 


particular Gentlemen and Merchants, who refuſed to pay 


Ship-money, and Tonnage and Poundage ; yet was the Nation 
very highly diſſatisfied for all that, when the Scots came in, 
eſpecially after the Parliament (in 1640.) was Diſſolved, 
| becauſe they would not agree to the King's demands, of 
Fifteen intire Subſidies for the Scorriſh War; and though *tis 
true, the Nobility and Gentry attended the King in the firſt 
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Expedition againſt the Scors with a ſeeming Alacrity, as 
they were by their Tenures bound to do; and that there 
was alſo a Mercenary Army raiſed upon pay; yet it is very 
plain, by the great unwillingneſs of the generality of che 
Soldiers, as well as Commanders, to fight againſt the Scots ; 
as alſo by the Interceſſion of the Major. part of the Engliſh 
Lords for Peace, and the mighty Joy which appeared at the 
Pacification : I lay, it is very plain upon theſe Conſidera- 
tions, that moſt of the Exgliſi Nobility and Gentry were 
not well ſatisfied with that War, becauſe they very well 
knew, That when once the Scots were wholly ſubdued and 
brought under, the King might then take upon him 


to do even what He pleaſed with his Exgliſn Subjects. 


M. I ſhall not farther diſpute what you ſay concerning | 
this Matter; but deſire you only to conſider, That accord- 
ing to your own Argument, if the Opinion of the Major- 


: pa of the Twelve Judges, in the Intervals of Parliament, 


e ſuch a Declaration of Law to the People (how IIlegal 
ſoever it might be in it ſelf ) as they ought by no means to 


gainſay or refiſt ; then by a parity of Reaſon, the taking 


up 
Arms by thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen who joined with 


the Prince of Orange, is not to be juſtified, feeing chat the 


King had the Judgment of moſt of his Twelve Judges on 
his ſide, for his di/pen/ing with the Act concerning the Oaths 
and Teſt. WT 


F. I own what you have now ſaid would have been : 


cloſe and home to the Caſe, had this been fo declared by 


their Judgments upon a ſolemn Argument of the Point in 
the Exchequer-Chamber, as had been done in the Cafe of 
Sbip- Money; but it was ſo far otherwiſe in this, that you 
may very well remember, the King would not permit the 
Judges ſo much as to argue the Caſe, or give their Opinions 
in Publick, but only in Private in Sergeant s- Inn; and that 
too after they had been Cloſeted by my Lord. Chancellor; 
and thoſe were turned out that would not be brought over 

to his Opinion, and ſuch put into their places as promiſed 
to comply. And beſides all this, the King's Declaration of 


Indulgence was not a Diſpenſation in one particular Caſe, 


or Act of Parliament alone; but an actual S»/rewfon of 


above Forty Penal Statutes at once, concerning Matters of 


Religion; which, (as I have already proved) was as good 
| | | as 


© 4 


a downright Abrogation of chem; and ſuch a Suſjen- 


_ - Firſt in the buſineſs of Ship- Maney, I grant your Objection | | | 
to be good, otherwiſe not. 5 ON | 4 


they pretended ) of their Religion and Civil Liberties, 
againſt the King's Uſurpations upon both; for which they = 
had a very ſpacious Pretence ; that fince the King had left 


; Compulſion, but only upon a bare Surmiſe follow'd by a 
Declaration, that he thought he could not be ſafe any lon- 


when the Parliament had upon this declared, That His run, 


that thoſe who adviſed Him to go away, were Enemies to the 
Peace of the Kingdom, and juſtly ſuſpe&ed to be Fa- 
vourers of the 1riſþ Rebellion; and farther, upon his going 
cation, that all that Sir Tobn Hotham had acted in that Affair, Id. ib. CE. A 


| ings were unſuitable to his Declarations of never having an 


of the Peace of the Kingdom, G. and farther declared it 
lawful to reſiſt by force of Arms, all thoſe Noblemen. and Ia 
Gentlemen, who had endeavour'd to put it in Execution. 


Declaration of his actual beginning a War againſt them: 


 Bibliotheca Politica. 


ſion had been before declared unlawful in the Cafe of - _—— 
Thomas and Sorril, in the Lord-Chief Juſiice Vaugban's R. "2" 
pores, which I mentioned at our laſt Meeting. Now if you - Rf 
can ſhew me any thing like this done by King Chr+-the 4 


M. But pray give me leave to urge this Matter a little 
farther, concerning the Lawfulneſs of the War made by the 
Parliament, againſt King Charles the Firſt, in defence (as 


the Parliament, not upon any direct or open Force, or 


ger at London, for fear of the Tumults of the Rabble. Now - 


Majeſty's Departure and Continuing from his Parlia- Hiſt. Cot- 
ment, notwithſtanding their Humble Petitions for his Re- lect. Par. 


turn, was an Obſtruction to the Aﬀairs of Ireland 5 and 2 . * | - 


to Hall, and his Hoſtile Preparations againſt that Place, the 
Two Houſes had in a Declaration, publiſhed for their Juſtifi- 


had been done by their Order; and that the King's Proceed- * * 5 


intention to make War againſt the Parliament; and farther, 
upon His Majeſty's iſſuing out His Commiſſions of Array, Id. ib 6;8.. 
they Voted them contrary to Law, and againſt the Liberty 

and Property of the Subject; and that all thoſe that acted 

in putting thoſe Commiſſions in Execution, were diſturbers 


And Laſtly, His ſetting up His Standard at Nottingbam, and i 
marching with his Army towards London, was an evident Ib, 787. 1 


Who 


A 
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Who then could the. Nation better believe in this Caſe, than 


their Repreſentatives in Parliament? 


> 


So that, if you will ſuppoſe our preſent King James to 
have Forfeited or Abdicated the Kingdom, becauſe the Con- 
vent ion hath lately declared ſo; you ought then to quit your 
Old Cavalier- Principles, and to own the late War againſt 


King Charles the Firſt, being only defenſive on the Parlia- 


ments ſide, to have been juſt and lawful by like parity of 


Reaſon, as you ſaid ; for ſurely a Declaration of both Hou- 
(es of Parliament called by the King's Writ, ought to be 


looked upon as of much greater Authority, than that of a 
Convention, who have met and acted without any Legal Au- 
thority to call them together. | ; 


F. You have indeed played the part of a Stout Advocate 


for the Presbyterian Party in the Long Parliament, which I 


know you urge againſt me only as Argumentum ad hominem, 
whereby you would prove me an Apoſtate from my former 
Principles; but I hope for all that, ſo far to vindicate the 
late Proceedings of the Convention, as to ſhew, that they * 
have done and declared nothing in their Vote or Declaration 


concerning King Fames, but what may very well be juſtified 


upon my Old Cavaler-Principles. | = 
In order to which, pray take notice, f/f of all, that I 


lay down, as a Ground of what I have to fay on this 


Subject, That the greateſt part of the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who took up Arms on the behalf of King Charles 

againſt the Long Parliament, never believed any Abſolute 
Irreſiſtible Power in tlie King, or thoſe commiſſioned by 


Him, if they acted againſt the known Laws of the Land; | 


for this indeed is a new Doctrine preached and ſet up ſince” 
that time only to ſerve a Turn. Secondly, That the Nobility, 
Gentry, and People of England, who underſtood any thing 


of the Grounds of this Quarrel between the King and the 


Two Houſes, by Fighting on the King's fide, and Sup- 
porting his Cauſe, never intended thereby to make Him an 
Arbitrary Monarch, and to give him a Power over the Per- 
ſons, Eſtates, and Liberties of the People of this Kingdom, 


but only (as His Majeſty Himſelf ſet forth in all His De- 


clarations) to Defend the King's juſt Rights, as alſo _ 
thoſe of the Church of England Eſtabliſhed by Law, both 
which were then invaded by that Parliament, Thirdly, 


That 
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That no ſober Man of the King's Party did then (any 
more than we do now) ſuppoſe the Judgment, either of 
the Whole or Major. part of the Parliament, to be an In- 
I fallible Rule of Law or Obedience, but only as far as it 
agreed with the Antient and Known Laws of the King- 
dom ; and hence it was that many Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, who were for the King, refuſed to yield Obedience 
to thoſe Commiſſioned by the Parliament, according to 
their Ordinance for ſetling the 24:/::14., And therefore as 
they refuſed to own the Power of the Parliament when it 
was Illegal, ſo I freely grant, That upon the ſame Grounds, 
both You, and I, and any conſidering Man have alſo the 
like Right co examine whether the late Votes and Declarati- 
on of the preſent Convention were according to the Antient 
Fundamental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, and the Pub- 
B lick Good and Safety of the Commonwealth, or not; for 
* otherwiſe all the Diſcourſes that You and I have had 
3 has this Subject are altogether in vain, and to no pur- 
4 . OIG, e 3 N 9 J \ — | 
= : M. But to urge this Matter a little farther, if it be law- 
. ful (upon your Principles.) for the Parliament, when Sit- 
ting, to be Judge of its own and the Peoples danger of lo- 
ſing their, Religion and Civil Liberties, and of the King's 
> Encroactments upon them; therefore when the King came 
co the Houſe of Commons to demand and ſeize the Five 
Members, and had fail 'd in the undertaking, they were never 
after that ſatisfied with his ceaſing farther Proſecution, but 
 * judging themſelves and the Nation in imminent danger, as 
long as the King had any power to hurt them, they would 
not be ſatisfied without the Militia of the Kingdom were 
wholly put into Commiſſioners of their own Nomination 
 & eſpecially when after the breaking out of the 1; Rebelli- 
on, Cc. Sir Phelim Oneale, their General, pretended to ſhew 
the King's Commiſſion for what they had done; ſo that 
( to argue on the ſame Principles) if the Nation were then 
in great danger, and that its Repreſentative, the Two Hos 
ſes of Parliament were the ſole and proper Judges of this 
danger, then upon the King's refuſal to paſs a Bill to ſettle 
the Militia out of his Power into indifferent Hands, was 
certainly a denial of granting all means neceſſary for the 
Publick Peace and Safety of the * and conſequent- 


ly 


S 
A 


1 3 
ly the Parliament gh upon the fame Grounds juſtify their 
to ns MO” 
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raiſing an Army to force it. . AD 
F. I confeſs you have urged all that ever was, or can well 
be ſaid in Juſtification of the beginning of that unhappy 
Civil War by the Long Parliament; yet give me leave to 
tell you, That I think it will not do the buſineſs; for 
whenever the King and Parliament differ about the Exerciſe 
of any part of the Supreme Power, ſuch as is that of the 


Militia, that great Power of the Sword, which when there 


is any diſpute about it, or even when it is fear'd the King 


will abuſe that Power to enſlave the Nation, oughtto reſide 


them to the bottom. 


in King and Parliament jointly 3; whereas it became then 


divided, both the King and the Parliament ſeparately claim- 


ing their Right to it. But at this preſent Revolution, the 
King being gone away without leaving any Deputy or 
Vice-gerent behind him, or Calling a Parliament before his 


Departure, the Queſtion now ariſes, Whether by his Depar- 
ture his Right to govern be loſt or not? And tho? the pre- 


ſent Convention have determin'd that it is; yet I muſt ſtill 
own, That neither you nor I are obliged to ſtand to 
their Judgment any farther than former Preſidents from 


Hiſtory , and Declarations of Parliament, and Statutes 


ſhall incline us ; for we muſt not blindly take the ordinary 
Books of Reports (which are but the Opinions of private 
Judges) for Law in ſuch great Caſes ; therefore ſince No- 
thing but the Juſtice and Reaſon of the Thing ought to de- 


termine us in theſe Matters, I ſhall endeavour to examine 


Therefore the Parliament is not infallible, and always 


in the Right; nor the King always in the Wrong, ſince 


that may fall out either way, according as either of them 


through an exceſs of Ambition or deſire of Power on one 


now comply fo 


fide, or too much Encroachment upon the Prerogative on 
the other, may give the firſt occaſion for a War; T ſhall 
ar with you, as to grant, That upon the 


breaking out of the Rebellion in Freland, and the Queen, 
and thoſe of her Party fo notoriouſly favouring the Papiſfts ; 
and that Sir Pbilim Oneale pretended to have the King's 
Commiſſion to raiſe Rebellion, and Murther the Proteſtants 
in Ireland, together with the King's attempt to ſeize the 
Five Members, might then ſeem juſt occaſions for 1 

4 N d e oules 
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Houſes of Parliament to deſire to have the Militlia ſetled in 
ſome hands, that they could' confide in; yet truly to deter- 


mine, whether the King or Parliament were in the wrong, 
He in denying, and they ſtill urging to have the Militia 


ſetled according to their own Pleaſure, will give us occaſion 
to look back and take a ſhort view of the moſt material 
Tranſactions of thoſe Times. | | 


My next Buſineſs therefore , ſhall be to ſhew you, 
what great things the King had done to ſatisfy the Parlia- 
ment and the whole Nation, that He did not intend to govern 


Arbitrarily, but to make a general Reformation of what · 


ever had been amiſs in the former part of his Reign. For at 
the beginning of this Parliament, beſides the declaring of 
Ship money, Tonnage, and Poundage, with ſeveral Monopolies 
to be illegal; he paſſed a Bill for Triennial Parliaments, 

by which in cafe of a failure of the iſſuing out of the King's 
* Writs in due time, the Sheriffs were impowered to iſſue out 
Precepts for the Choice of Members to ferve in Parliament, 
who were required to meet accordingly ; after this he paſ- 
ſed that unparallel'd Act, which was indeed the main Cauſe 
of all the Wars and Confuſions that followed, whereby un- 
der the pretence of giving the Parliament Credit to take up 
Moneys to pay off the Scotiſb and Empliſh Army, the King 
tyed up his own Hands from Proroguing, Adjourning, or 
diſſolving that Parliament without their own Conſents; by 
which Act the Supreme Power became divided, and the Par- 
liament made wholly independent on the King ; which in- 
deed produced a great Alteration in the very Conſtitution 
of the Government it ſelf, and at the ſame time (tho? with 
much difficulty) he paſſed the Bill of Attainder againſt his 


4 late chief Miniſter the Earl of Strafford, for certain Crimes 


and Miſdemeanors, which certainly were not High Treaſon 
at Common Law. . 

Then the better to ſatisfy his People, the King within 
leſs then two Months after paſſed two Acts for taking away 
the Star. Cbamber and High-Commiſſion Court; and having 
done all theſe unparallel'd Acts of Grace, he adjourn'd the 
Parliament, and went into Scotland, in order to quiet the 
late Commotions of that Kingdom. 


952 But 
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But to let you ſee, that nothing leſs then the depriving of 

the King of his antient and undoubted Prerogative, would 

ſerve the turns of an unguiet Faction, you muſt know that 
duting the King's Abſence, this diſcontented Party in 

Rok. ib. the Houſe of Commons, took a freſh Occaſion of aſperſing 
437. his Mzjeſty's Government, by contriving a Petition with a 
Declaration, called a Remonſt rance of the State of the King- 

dom; which being brought into the Houſe of Commons at 

their re-ſitting aſter their late adjournment, was paſſed by a 

very ſmall Majority of Votes, notwithſtanding Sir Edward 
Deering's, and divers other worthy Member's arguing and 


whit, proteſting againſt it ; ſo that the Debate laſting from Three 


Mem. of the Clock in the Afternoon, till Ten the next Morning, 
p. 49. it cauſed many of the Members thro' weakneſs or weari- 

neſs to leave the Houſe before they came to a Vote; which 

made Sir Benjamen Rudyard compare it to the forced Verdict of 

a ſtarved Fury; which being preſented to the King, con- 

tained an Invidious Repetition of all the paſs'd Miſcarria- 

ges and Grievances of his Reign,though they had been all, or 

molt of them either long ſince over, or already redreſſed, and 

taken away either by particular Acts, or Votes of Parliament! 

This Declaration, and the Petition, tho' they were anſwer'd 

Dugdzle, b another, publiſhed by the King for that purpoſe; and 
Sho View, Written with great Strength of Reaſon; yet their Paper 
Sc. p. 78. had fo far obtain'd the end for which it was publiſh'd, as 

See the An- to render his Government and Miniſters odious to a great 

ſwer a many well-meaning People, who gave entire credit to what- 
48 w. ever their Repreſentatives had ſet forth. „„ 

p. 452 But indeed all this tended towards their main end of get- 

| ting the Militia into their own hands, ſince they then knew 

when they had that, they could eaſily accompliſh whatever 

_ elſe they had a mind to; and for this purpoſe ſome of that 
Faction invented and ſpread abroad divers. horrid Plots and 

Conſpiracies againſt the State; of which the Houſe of 

1d. p. 16, Commons had feveral falſe Informations, and ſeem'd to 


27- give Credit to them: As that a great multitude of Papif#s and 


other Malignants being about to riſe in Arms; alſo of great 
Forces to be ſent out of France and Denmark, to afliſt the 
King, to enflave the Nation, and alter the Religion Eſta- 
bliſhed ; of which Reports there was not a word true, as the 
People were afterwards convinced of, when it was too late. 


Yet 
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Vet at preſent theſe Stories had ſo far wrought the Effect 
for which they were raiſed, that divers Apprentices, and 


others of the meaner ſort of the City of Lendon coming 
down in great Multitudes to Whitehall, and Miſtminſter, Pe- 
rition'd againſt the Biſhops, and demanded them to be ex- 


cluded the Houſe :. Which Clamours with other ſawcy re- 
flecting Language againſt the King, ſo far provoked lim, 
that He thereupon Iſſued out his Proclamation againſt ſuch 
Tumultuous Aſſemblies, as contrary to Law, and at the 
ſame time by the Advice of the Judges, he Iſſued forth an 


Order to the Sheriffs of Middleſex, and Juſtices of Peace of 


Weſtminſter, for the ſetting of a Watch, or a Guard about 
the Hall, and Parliament Houſe; at which, when it 
came to be put in Execution, the Houſe of Commons 


took offence ; and having Examined the Conſtables and 


Under-Sheriffs that ſet the ſaid Watch, they Voted it a 


breach of Privilege, to ſet Guards about their Houſe without 


their Conſent; and thereupon ſent their Sergeant to them, to 
order their diſcharge ; and Mr. Long, a Juſtice of Weftminfer, 


who had Sign'd the Warrant, was ſent to the Tower, as ha- 


ving exceeded the Authority given him by the Writ, in ſend- 
ing down armed Men to the Parliament-Houſe, without 


acquainting them with the ſame ; and yet, which was more 


ſtrange, a few days after, they thought themſelves in ſuch 


out of the City, to be commanded by the Earl of Ex; 


_ which Requeſt being denied, and civilly put off by bis Ma- 
jeſty as unneceſſary, they thereupon order'd Halberts to be 


provided and brought into the Houſz for their better Securi- 


ty; hut the Truth was, the Faction look'd upon themſelves 


in no danger from that Party of the Mob, that cried out 
againſt the Biſhops, tho at the ſame time they inſulted both 
the King and the Lords that were not of their Party; whilſt 


the fame Men pretended they were afraid of having their 


Thoats cut by certain Aalignant Officers of the late Disbanded 
Army: But this was only a pretence, in order to put che 
Nation into a poſture of Defence under confiding Perſons 
of their own Nomination, and to get the Militia, or whole. 
Force of the Nation into their own Hands. 


M. I think 
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danger of a malignen Party (as they call'd them) that 
they addreſſed to the King, that they might have a Guard 


Ruſh _ 
P. 471. 


8 


2 


Id. p. 476. 


WI tl. ib. 


p 50. 
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2M. I think fo far you are in the right: Pray go on to 
ſhew by what means they obtain d it. | EE 


F. I ſhall proceed to do fo in as few words as is poſſible 


for the true Relation of ſo many, and ſo various Tranſacti- 


ons, as quickly follow'd each other. When the King found 
that there was a malicious, , prejudiced, and turbulent 
Party in both Houſes, who made it their buſineſs, inſtead 
of healing the breaches between the King and them, 


to make them. wider, and the Ring-Leaders of this 


Faction were the Lord Kymbolton in the Houſe of Peers, and 
in that of the Commons Mr. Hambden, Mr. Pym, and Three 
others whom I need not particularly Name, and who were 
alſo believed by His Majeſty to have had a Chief hand in 
exciting the Scots to take up Arms, and enter England as 
they had done: Wherefore He thought fit by his Attorney- 

General to Impeach thoſe Members at the Bar of both 
Houſes, of High-Treaſon; upon Seven Articles then exhi- 
bited; and then for the better Proſecution of this Accuſa- 
tion, He had commanded their Chambers and Studies to be 
ſearched, and their Trunks with: their Papers to be Seal'd 
up. This was not only Voted: a high Breach of Privilege 
by the Houſe of Commons, but the Lords alſo thereupon 
ordered, that they ſhould be forthwith opened and delivered 
to their, Owners; and when the King did byhis Sergeant at 
Arms demand the ſaid Members to be taken into Cuſtody, 
they were ſo far from complying with that demand, that 
the Speaker by the Order of the Houſe commanded them 
to attend de Die in Diem, till the Houſe ſhould take farther 
order about it; fo that, tho* Treaſon, Felony, and breach 
of the Peace, have been at all times excepted out of the Pri- 
vileges of Parliament ; yet, it ſeems, the Law was otherwiſe 
with them, and they declared that none of their Members were 
to be ſeized on any account whatever, without the leave 
and conſent of the Houſe of Commons, Wherefore, when 

the King found he was not like to obtain any thing by his 
Impeachment, unlefs theſe Members could be firſt ſecured, 
He was by the Queen, or ſome others near about him, put 
upon a. raſh and violent Action, which was to go in Per- 
ſon to the Houſe of Commons, not only to demand, but 
ſeize the Perſons of the Five Members; which, being at- 
tended with his Guard of Penſioners, and about Two 


hun- 


dred 
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dred other Courtiers, and Gentlemen Arm' d, with Swords and 


Piſtols, he endeavour'd to perform; but when the King came 


into the Houſe of Commons, he found none of thoſe Members 


he lock'd for; for they having notice of his coming, were with- 
drawn before he could get thither. But as I do not juſtify 


the King's Proceedings in going tothe Houſe of Commons 


in Perſon to arreſt thoſe Members, ſince the King cannot 
in Perſon execute the Office of a Meſſenger, or other 


Inferior Officer; for then there could be no Perſon left to 
whom the Subject might Appeal; ſo this much may be ſaid 
in his excuſe, that He did not take this courſe till he found 


all other gentle Methods utterly deſperate. 


But to proceed: When upon the Votes of the Houſe of Id. p. 479. 
Commons, that this Action of the King's in coming to the 
Houſe in a warlike manner to ſeize their Members, was a 


high breach of Privilege; and when, upon the ſeveral Pe- 


titions from the City, and divers Counties in their behalf, | 
they were brought by a Rabble of Watermen, and other Dugd. 
deſperate Fellows, as it were in Triumph, then he found it p. 82. 


in vain to proſecute his Impeachment againſt them any 
_ farther ; and fo he gave the Houſe of Lords, and Commons 


Ruſh. 


notice, That He would, for the preſent, not only wave his p. 488 


former Proceedings; but, as a farther Teſtimony of his un- 


feigned Intentions towards his People, for the better compo- 


ſing of this matter, and removing all their Fears and Jealouſies, 
he offer d to grant ſuch a General Pardon to all his Loving 
Subjects, as ſnouid be thought convenient by both Houſes. But 
this was refuſed by the Commons, and nothing would ſerve 


| to quiet their Minds; but being full of needlefs Fears and 
Jealouſies, pur into their Heads by falſe Reports, and fhion'd 


Letters of ſtrange deſigns to ſeize on, and murther the 

Members of Parliament, they not only ordered a Guard Nuſh. Hitt. 
for their own ſafety, conſiſting of the City Trained-Bands, pou Sag 
under the Command of Colonel Skipton ;- but likewiſe or- - * 4 


deied a Guard to be ſet upon the Tower, that fo no Am- id. ib. p. 


munition nor Proviſions ſhould be carried from thence, 496. 

withont the Authority of Parliament: And alſo that Sir 
Fobn Hotham ſhould take the Command of the Town of 
Hull, and ſecure (that is, ſeize) the King's Magazine 
of Arms there, and ſhould not deliver them without the 


| 5 King's» 
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; King's Authority ſignified to him by the Two Houſes of 
Parliament: Which was indeed to take away the Com- 
mand of the King's Arms and Stores, bought with his own 


Mony, without any juſt Cauſe ſhewn, except, as I ſaid be- 


fore, their own cauſeleſs Jealouſies. But the better to diſ- 
cover the Steps this Faction took to get the Militia of the 


Kingdom into their own hands, I ſhall now look back to 


what was done a little before this; when the City and 
Nation were put into a ſtrange Ferment by the above- 
mention'd falſe Reports, that fame Party in the Two Hou- 
ſes excited under-hand divers of the meaner fore of the 
City of London, and County of Middleſex, as well as other 
Counties to petition the Parliament, That all Papiſts ſhould be 


"Vid. difarm'd; that all Biſhops and Popiſh Peers ſhould be excluded 


Short 


. out of the Lord's Houſe, and the Kingdom ſpeedily put in a 
16 


Nen, poſture of defence; and to this end, that the Militia ſhould be 
Ke. p.8 5. committed to ſuch hands as the Nation might moſt confide 
: in. Now to quiet and ſatisfy the Houſe of Commons, and 
City, whoſe Minds were ſtill much diſturb'd about the buſi- 

neſs of the Five Members, the King on the Twentieth of 

| January ſent the Two Houſes of Parliament a moſt graci- 
[Ruſh ib. ous Meſſage in Writing; wherein he propoſed, © For the 
p. 516. preventing the Diſtractions that were now likely to enſue, 


© that they ſhould fall into a ſerious Conſideration of ſuch 


* Particulars as they ſhould judge neceſſary for the uphold- 
© ing and maintaining His Majeſty's Juſt and Regal Autho- 
© rity; the ſettling of his Revenue; and for the preſent and 
© future Eſtabliſhment of their Privileges 5 the Quiet and 


Free Enjoyment of their Eſtates and Fortunes; the Li- 


berties of their Perſons ; the Security of the true Religi- 
on profeſſed by the Church of England, and appointing of 


© Ceremonies in ſuch a manner as may take away all juſt 


© offence; which when they ſhall have compoſed, and di- 
© geſted into one entire Body, that fo His Majeſty and 


© themſelves may be able to make the clearer Judgment of 
© them, it ſhall then appear, by what His Majeſty ſhall do, 


© how far He hath been from intending thoſe things which 
the great Fears of ſome Perſons ſeem to apprehend ; and 
c then how ready he ſhall be to exceed the greateſt Exam- 
© ples of the moſt indulgent Princes; and concludes, That 
if the preſent Diſtractions which apparently threat 


© Ruin 


en the 
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* Ruin of this Kingdom, do not end in a happy Accom- 


* modation, His Majeſty ſhall call Heaven and Earth to wit- 
*© nels, that it hath not fail'd on His part. | 


\ To this reaſonable Propoſal, the Houſe of Commons 
alone, Return an Anſwer, by way of Petition, to this 
Effect: That to give them a ſure Ground of Safety and 


25 


Id. ib. 
Þ. 5 I 7. 


Confidence, of what he would be pleaſed to do, He ſhould 


© forthwith put the Tower of London, and other Principal 
Ports, together with the whole Militia of the Kingdom, 
into the hands of ſuch Perſons as ſhould be recommended 
* to him by the Petitioners (viz. Houſe of Commons.) 
But the King being unwilling to part with thoſe Powers 
and Prerogatives which his Predeceſſors from time imme- 
morial conſtantly enjoy'd, Replied to this purpoſe, That He 


| hoped His laſt Gracious Meſſage to both Houſes would 


have produced a better Effect. As to the Tower of London, 
His Majeſty. did not expect, having preferr'd a * Perſon of 
Known Fortune, and Unqueſtionable Reputation, to that 
Truſt, that He ſhould be preſs d to remove him without any 
particular charge laid againſt him ; yer if upon due Exa- 
mination it ſhould appear, That his Majeſty was miſtaken 


iin his Opinion of this Gentleman, He would make no 


© {cruple to diſcharge him, which otherwiſe he ſhall be 
© loth to do; That as for the Forts and Caſtles of the 
* Kingdom, his Majeſty is refolved they ſhall always be in 


Sir John | 


Biron, 


© the hands of ſuch Perſons as the Parliament may confide 


in; but the Nomination of the Perſons to thoſe Places, 


being a principal and inſeparable Prerogative of the Crown, 
derived from his Anceſtors by the Fundamental Laws of the 


Kingdom, & he will reſerve to Himſelf: And then proceeds: 


© That as for the Militia, ( which by Law is ſubject to no 


Command, but that of His Majeſty's, and of the Authority 
© lawfully derived from him) when any particular Courſe, 
* for the ordering the ſame ( which his Majeſty holds very 
© necellary for the Peace and Security of his Kingdom) ſhall 
* be propoſed to Him, He will Return ſuch an Anſwer, as 
* thall be agreeable to his Honour, and the ſafety of his 
People; being reſolved only to deny thoſe things, the 
granting of which would alter the Fundamental Laws, 
and endanger the very ne upon which the Pub- 


* lick 
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Bibliotheca Politica. „ 
nick Happineſs and Welfare of His People is Founded and 
© Conftituted, and would nouriſn a greater and more de- 


* ſtructive Jealouſy between the Crown and the Subject, 


© than any of thoſe, which ſeem to be taken away by ſuch a 
* ſatisfaion ;and then farther goes on, that He found his ha- 


© ving granted more than ever any King had done betorezen- 
© couraged His Houſe of Commons to ask more of Him than 


© ever Subjects hat asked: Vet, however, if they fhalt think fit 
© to acquaint Him with the particular Grounds of their 


© Doubts and Fears, He will very willingly apply Remedies 
* proportionable to thoſe Fears; for His Majeſty calls God 


the Law and Liberty of the Subject, is, and ſhall always 


© be as much His Majeſty's Care and Induſtry, as His own 


© Life, or-the Lives of His deareft Children: Then He con- 
© clades, with conjuring the Houſe of Commons by all the 
Acts of favour they have received from Him; as alſo by di- 


© vers other Motives, that they would not be Tranſported by 


© fears of impoſſible Dangers, to put themſelves or His Maje- | 


© ſty into real and preſent Inconveniencesbut that they would 


© ſpeedily perſue the way propofed by His Majeſty's former 
_ ©* Meſſage ; which in humane Reaſon is the only means to 
© compole the Diſtractions of the Kingdom, and with God's 


© Blefling to reſtore a great meaſure of felicicy to King 


2 


© and People. | 


But the Faction in the Commons- Houſe was not at all ſa- 


tisfied with this \Reaſonable and Moderate Anſwer ; and 


not having as yet been able to procure the Houſe of Peers 


to conſent to joyn with them in their farther Petitioning His 
Majeſty for the Militia, they deſiſted from returning Him 
any Reply for ſome time, till they were again backed and 


encourag'd by ſeveral Petitions from thoſe of their Party in 


the City, and divers Counties of England; and had by that, 
and ſeveral other Artifices, obtain'd a Majority in the Houſe 

of Peers, to join with them in another Petition for putting 
the Militia wholy out of His Majeſty's Power. | 


M. I ſhould be glad to underſtand by what means there 


was fo ſudden and ſo great an Alteration wrought in 
fo Judicious and Auguſt a Body as that of the Houſe of 


Peers. 5 


F. E ſhalt 


3 — 
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F. I ſhall comply with Your deſires; and to make You 
the better to underitand ir, You may pleaſe to take Notice, 
That this could never have been brought about, had not ſe- 
veral of that Great Council been either Clapt up in Priſon, 
and divers of the Popiſh and other Lords fright'ned from 
coming to the Houſe by the Tumults and Petitions of the 
 Rabble ; but as to the Biſhops You may remember, That 
they having been ſeveral Times not only Menaced, but al- 
ſo violently Aſſaulted by a rude Multitude of. Apprentices, 
and other ordinary Fellows, that came down in great Num- 
bers, Arm'd with Staves and other Weapons, under pre- | 
rence of Petitioning againſt the Biſhops and Popiſh Lords | 
their Votes in Parliament; ſo that the former thinking it 
from thenceforth not ſafe for them to come any more to the 
Houſe, till the Cauſe of their juſt Fears were removed too; 
and Twelve of the Biſhops ( of whom the Archbiſhop of 
York was the chief) preſented a Petition and Proteſtation to 
the King and Houſe of Peers; ſetting forth their undoubted - | = 
Right to Sit in Parliament; and demanding His Majeſty's Rulb. ar 
Protection for the fame, declared their hatred to Popery ; Jap. p.466. 
and that ſo long as they ſhall be thus Menaced and Aſſault- 
ed, they cannot attend to perform their Services in the 
| Houſe ; and therefore proteſt againſt all Laws, Orders, and 
_ Proceedings, that have, or ſhall be, paſſed in their Ab- 
en . 5 I | 
This Petition being delivered by the ſaid Archbiſhop of 
erk, and the other Biſhops; and the Houſe of Peers taking Ib. p. 467. 
> offence thereat, the Houſe of Commons laid hold on that 
5 advantage, ſo as thereupon to Impeach all thoſe that had 
Sign'd it of High-Treaſon; and the Peers alſo too much 
reſenting it, they were by their Order not long after (all 
except Two who were committed to the Blacł- Rod) ſent to 
the Tower, where they continued till ſuch Time, as the King 
had paſſed the Bill for diſabling them and the reſt of the 
Biſhops co Sit and Vote in Parliament, and then they were 
diſcharg'd; for the Faction having obtain'd the End, for 
which they had accuſed them, they were proſecuted no 
farcher, but were all fer at liberty except the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and Biſhop of Norwich, who had been ſometime. 
before committed upon another account ; and the former 
of theſe continued cloſe Priſoner for near Three Years _ | 
_ 1 E 2 | unti 
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until he was Beheaded, and the latter for near Twenty 
Years, without ever being brought to Tryal; but this by 
the by; only You may obſerve, Fhat the reſt of the Bi- 

ſhops and Lords who looked upon themſelves as obnoxious 
to the Faction, either forbore coming to the Houſe at all; 
or elſe, if they came, durſt not oppoſe the Deſigus that 


> * 
— 
P « 


=. 5 were then ſo furiouſly driven on: 

—_ - BP Nor did the Party reſt contented yet, till they had-ſtirred 
CY up and procured ſeveral Factious Petitions from the City of 
, 4 Dugd London, and the Counties of Eſſex, Hertford, Suffolk, Nor- 


3 * 86, thampton, Kent, Oxford, Linco'n, and York, ſome complain- 
ing of the Joſs and deadneſs of Trade; and others that 
there was no Redre(s to be expected, unleſs the Biſhops and 
Popiſh Lords were put out of the Houſe 5 whilſt others de- 
fired that the Kingdom ſhould be pur into a poſture of War ; 
and the Faction having laid ſuch a Foundation for the car- 
rying on their Deſigns, by enſnaring the People with their 
. . own Petitions, which were delivered by many Thouſands in 
| Fn Perſon ; as alſo from ſeveral falſe Stories and Reports of 
dangerous Plots and Deſigns of the Papiſts in Lancaſbire, and 
other Places: It ſtruck fuch a Terror in the Lords that re- 
main'd in the Houſe, that upon Mr. Hollis's again moving 
them at a Conference that their Loraſiups would now join with 
them, without any farther delay in petitioning - His Majeſty, that 
the Kingdom ſhould be put into a poſture of Defence ; that, 
I fay , the Lords, who refuſed to join wich them at 
firſt in their Petition of the Six and twentieth of Fauuary, 
were ſo far brought about, that the Majority of them at 
| 3 laſt conſented to it, being preſented to the King on the 
3 Second of February; which was to this Effect. 
| | © In the firſt place they ſet forth the prefent Evils and 
Rub © Calamities wherewich His Majeſty's: Kingdoms were moſt 
2 i „ miſerably entangled, and the imminent Dangers , which 
$0 (as they pretended) threat'ned His Royal Perſon; and 
*.tho' they ſeem dito receive His Majeſty's late Propoſition of 
© the 2014 of Fanuary with great Thankfulneſs, and would 
with earneſtneſs of Affection eadeavour to perſue theſame; 
vet for. the Safety of His Royal Perſon, preſerving the 
© Honour and Authority of His Crown, and removing all 
5- Jealouſies betwixt His. Majzity and His People; ſuppreſ- 
. eſing tha Rebellion in, Ireland; preventing. the at's vol 
„„ > 00-4 JJ!!! el | Ly © © * - 
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+ Dangers in this Kingdom, and the miſchievous Deſigns of 


« rhoſe who were Enemies to the peace of it: They fill in- 
« ſilted, That for che accompliming their Duties therein 
with more Comfort and Security, His Majeſty would 


« be pleaſed forthwith to put the Tower of London, and all 
other Forts, with the whole Militia of the Kingdom, into 


© the Hands of ſuch Perſons as ſhould be recommended unto 
His Majeſty by both Houſes of Parliament; and which they 
« aſſure themſelves would be a hopeful entrance into thoſe 


© Courſes which (through God's Blefling ) would be effe- 


« Qual for the removing all Diffidence and Miſapprehenſions 


a betwizt His Majeſty, and His People; and (as they faid ) 
for Eſtabliſhing and Enlarging the Honour and Greatneſs 
of His Royal Poſterity: And then conclude, that they ex- 


© pet His Majeſty's Speedy and Gracious Anſwer, the great 
« Diſtractions and Diſtempers of the Kingdom not admitting: 
* any Delay. £3 IH e 5 8 

The King being much furprized to find the Houſe of 
Lords now brought over to the ſame Sentiments with tlie 
Commons; and that His late ſo reaſonable Propoſals to Both 


Houſes had met with ſo unſuitable a Return, ſcem'd how- 


ever not at all Tranſported at it, but ſoon gave them a ſhore, 


but very handſome and reaſonable Reply to this Effect; That 


© having well conſidered their Petition; and being defirous to 


_ * expreſs how willing he was to apply ſuitable Remedies, not 


only to their Dangers, but even to their Doubts and Fears: 
© He therefore Return'd an Anfwer; That when He ſhould 


„know the extent of the Power which was intended to be 


29 


1. p. 519.1 


* Eſtabliſhed in thoſe Perſons whom they deſired to be 


Commanders of the Militia, in the ſeveral Counties, and 


© likewiſe to what time it ſhould he limited; that no Power 
© ſhould be executed by His Majelly alone, withoat the Ad- 
* vice of His Parliament: Then He would declare; © Thar 


(for the ſecuring them from all Dangers or Jealouſics ) 


© His Majeſty would be content to put inte all places, both: 
ol His Forts and Militia in the ſeveral Counties, ſuch Per- 


ſons as both the Nouſes of Parliament ſhould: either ap- 


_ © prove of, or recommend to Him; fo that they declare 
* before to His Majeſty, the Names of the Perſons whom: 


they ſhould approve of, or recommend, unleſs ſuch Per- 


ions, 
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ter, that were then going for Holland; and at the ſame time 
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© ſons ſhould be named, againſt whom 
© and ungueſtionable Exception, 


He ſhould have juſt 


But to return again to the Matter of Fact: So ſoon as 
the Faction ſaw it felf thus back d and encouraged in the 
Two Houſes, they then join'd in an Ordinance to regulate 
the Militia of the City, which was the firſt Encroachmenc 
they made upon the King's Prerogative in this Kind; and 
to ſecond this, they again petitioned the King for ſetling 
the Militia of the ſeveral Counties, on ſuch as they had no- 
minated, giving him at the ſame time a Lift of the Names 
of thoſe whom they delign'd for Lord Lieutenants in the 
ſeveral Counties, being all of them of their own Party. 

The Kiag reſpiized his Anſwer, till his return from Do- 
ver, Whither he had accompanied the Queen and his Daugh- 


they preſented him with a Form of an Ordinance, whereby 
they would have ſetled the Adilitia of the Kingdom in the 
hands of thoſe Lords they had already nominated: But when 
the King demurred to grant it, they pretended to be ſo 
tranſported with Fears and Jealouſies, by certain feigned Re- 
ports of dangerous Plots delign'd by the Papiſts, to burn 
down divers of the chief Cities and Towns in the King- 
dom, That they thereupon diſpatch'd away another Peti- 
tion to His Majeſty (till at Dover) for ordering the Mi- 
© litia : To which they deſired ſuch a ſpeedy Anſwer, as might 
© raiſe in th:m a Confidence (to ule their own words) that they 

© ſhould not be expoſed to the practices of thoſe, whoſe endeavours 


were to kindle that Combuſtion in England, which they bad in 


Id. ib. 


Deed. 
P. 88. 


© ſo great a Meaſure eſfected in Ireland; and which nothing could 

© do { as they ſaid.) but the granting that Petition. N 
His Majeſty's Anſwer thereunto was juſt and moderate, 

© That as for the City of London, and other ' Corporations , 

© which by any antient Charters had power of ordering the 

* Miitia, He conceived it unfit to alter their Government: 


© þut that he could not conſent to the indefinite time pro- 


© pounded for this Poſture of Defence. On this refuſal they 
© Voted this Anſwer to be unſatisfactory, and as good as a 
« flat denial; and that His Majeſty's Adviſers thereto were 
© Enemies to the State, and miſchievous Projectors againſt 
* the defence of the Kingdom : Alſo that this denia 


| was of 


* ſuch 
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ſuch dangerous Conſequence, that it would hazard the 
L Peace and Safety of all his. Kingdoms, unleſs fome ſpeedy 
© Remedy were applied by the Parliament, And immediately 
they ſent another Petition to His Majeſty (who was then at 
Theobaids) wherein they proteſted, That if he did not ſpeedily 
paſs his aſſent to the Satisfaction of their Deſires, they 
thould be neceſſitated to diſpoſe thereof by Autnority of 
Wy _ Houſes; and that they did accordingly fo refolve 
to do. 1 
And they farther Voted, That the Kingdom ſhould be 
forthwith put into a poſture of Defence, by the Authority 
ok both Houfes: And that the Navy ſhould be ſpeedily 
Rigg'd under an Admiral of their own Nomination, and 
a Declaration of the Reaſons of their juſt Fears and Jea- 
louſies, ſhould be forthwith drawn up; declaring che 
Grounds of their former Votes, for putting the Kingdom 
into thi: Poſture, by Authority of both Houſes, to ſecure 
them for the future from all Miſtruſts and Jealoufies. 
And to carry on this, under Colour of the Peoples de 
ſires, divers new Petitions were daily brought up from ſe- 
veral Counties; as one from Staffordſhire, pretending ſuch 
dread of Papiſts riſing there, that every Man was con- 


unarm'd; others from Worceſterſhire, Berkſhire, Norfolk; as 

alſo from Norwich, Lynne, Salop, &c. all of them earneſtly 
deſiring this poſture of Defence: | ; 

Zo that the Faction being highly encourag'd by theſe Pe. 

titions, the Ordinance for ordering the Militia of the King- 

dom, by Authority of both Houſes, was the very next day 


5 


Id. p. 89. 


Id. ib. 


ſtrained to ſtand upon his Guard, not daring to go to Church 


Id. p. 89. 


aſſented to by the Lords; and thereupon new Lieutenants 


were by them Nominated throughout all Exgland and Males, 
without His Majeſty's Conſent. 


And having in a Grand Committee Sitting at Merebant- 


Taylors Hall, contrived the Declaration (mentioned in their 


Votes of March the Second; ) wherein they made a very great 


Noiſe of a deſign to alter the Religion in this Kingdom; 


and that the Wars with Scotland and Ireland, were framed to 


that end; They prefented the ſame to His Majeſty, firit at 


| Theobalds, and then again at Ne. Market within a few days 
after; which being then denied, they Voted the Kings 
Commiſlions of Lieutenancies in the ſeveral Counties to be 

1 825 Illegal; 


Puſh. 
P. 523. 


32 


Bibliotheca Politica. 
Megal, tho they had not been altred ſince this Diſpute; 
as alſo, that there was an urgent and inevitable Neceſſity, 


For putting His Majeliy's Subjects into a Poſture of Defence; 
and that the Ordinances of both Houſes for the Militia, be- 
ing obliging to the People, ought to be obeyed by the Fun- 


damentai Laws of this Kingdom, And Lai, That the 


Earl of Warwick ſhould be appointed VYice- Admiral of His 
Majeſty 


hm. | | | 5 
- 24. But, pray, Sir, Tell me what were the Motives that 
perſuaded His Majeſty to leave London, and travel North- 


Ward at a time when the Grand Affairs of the Nation, ra- 
ther requir'd His Preſence with His Parliament, to compoſe 


the Differences that were now begun between them? 
F. Todo this, it will be requiſite to look back a little, and 


and His Authority expoſed, by theſe exorbitant Courſes; as 
alſo by the frequent Tumults and Affronts from the Mobb (as 


more to Londons after His going down to Dover with the 
Queen; but coming no farther than Greenwich, He ſent for 
Him there : And during His ſhort ſtay at that place, He ſent 


Right to have. it ſetled as they deſired : From whence he 


that yet more bare faced Declaration of 'the Two Houſes 


already mention'd ; ſetting forth the King's Miſgovern- 
ment and unjuſtifiable Actions (as they call'd them) and 


in which they ripp'd up all that could be thought of, to 


Effect. 5 b 
1. By attempting to incenſe the late Norten Army 
againſt the Parliament, Fermin's Treaſonable Actions, and 


Tranſportation by the King's Warrant. 


's Ships, tho' he did by no means approve of 


give.you a more exact Relation of theſe Tranſactions. That : 
His Majeſty ſometime before thinking His Perſon in danger, 


has been already related) did not think it ſafe to return any 


the Prince and Duke of York from Hampton-Court, to meet 


the Two Houſes His Anſwer to their Petition concerning 
the Militia; ſhewing the Inconveniences and Breach of His 


went to Theobalds, where He received that bold Petition of 
the Two Houles above mentioned; and being removed 


from thence to New- Market, on the Ninth of March the 
Earls of Pembroke and Holland were ſent thither to Him with 


Miſrepreſent His. Perſon and Government, being to this 


Wt; 


nifeſted upon thoſe who had any Deſigns againſt che Prote» 
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2, The Petition delivered to Captain Leg by the King's 


_ own Hand, and ſigned C. R. 


” 
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3. The buſineſs of the. Lord Kimbolton, and the Five 


Members. The ſuſpicious deſign of a Guard about the 


King's Perſon. The under-hand promoting the iſh Rebel- 
lion. ow | 


4. The ordering of Sir Jobn Pennington to land the Lord 
Dygby, thereby to alienate the King from his Parliament; 
and to procure Foreign Aſſiſtance to the King; this appear- 
ed more credible by his Removal from London with the 
Prince; and the many Advertiſements from Rome, Venice, 


Paris, and other Parts, of great Foreign Aid to' be given to 
the King, in reference to ſome grand Deſign againſt the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and the Parliament ; tho, ( as it proved 
by the Event,) there was no ſuch thing ever deſign'd or 


tranſacted abroad. 


Then they deſire the King to put away his wicked Coun- 
ſellors, and to put his Truſt in the Parliament; which if he 
would do, they would ſacrifice their Lives, Fortunes, and 


- utmoſt Endeavours to the Supportation of his Sovercignty. 


The Lords that then attended his Majeſty with this Peti- 


tion, moved him to come nearer to the Parliament; but it 


was refuſed. And when they further urged, that the Mili- 


tia might be granted, as was deſired by the Parliament, for 


a time; his Majeſty. replied with an Oath, No, not for an 
Hour; ſo jealous was He of that great and important Power 
of the Sword; which no wiſe Prince can or ought altoge- 
ther to truſt out of his own hands. Then he told them in 


* 


Tumults, hitherto unenquired into, and unpuniſh'd. 


Id. ib. 


ſhort, That as their Fears, Doubts and Jealouſies were ſuch, 
as he muſt take time to ſatisfy the whole World to be need- 
leſs; fo his own were not trivial, occaſioned by ſo many 
_ ſcandalous Pamphlets, ſeditious Sermons, and ſundry publick 


Then a few days after, ſo ſoon as his Majeſty came to + 


Huntington, he publiſh'd a Declaration for further Anſwer to 
_ theirs, to this effect: by 4 


1. That he had no Evil Counſellors about him; but leaves 


ſuch to their Cenſuce, where they ſhould find them. 


2. That he wiſh d the Judgment of Heaven might be ma- 


ſtant 
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ant Religion: And as to the Scottiſh Diſturbances , they - 


were already filenced by the late Act of Oblivion. | 
3. That the charging him with any Inclinations to the 
Ii Rebellion, was a high and cauſeleſs Injury. 


4. That he never intended to exaſperate the late Army, 


or to uſe Them againſt the Parliament. 1 
5. That he ſigned Captain Leg's Petition, only to ſatisfy 


the Army; and Sir Jacob Aſbley of his Opinion, of the rea- 


ſonableneſs of it. | UE ONE 
6. That Digby and Fermin were not at Whitehall, nor had 
any Warrant from him, after their Reſtraint. 1 


J. That he had given ſufficient Anſwers about Kimbolron 
and the Five: Members, enough to ſatisfy any reaſonable 


and unprejudiced perſons: HO | 
8. Thar the care of his own Safety cauſed him to raiſe a 
Guard at Wh:tehall, and to receive the Tender of the Service 


of the Gentlemen of the Inns of Court: And that he look- 
ed upon thoſe Foreign Advertiſements to the Parliament, as 


falſe, idle, and incredible Stories. 5 

Whilft the King continued at Huntington, he ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to the Two Houſes, March 15, That he intended to 
make his Reſidence for ſome time at York, and deſired them 
to haſten their Succours for Ireland, and not upon any pre- 


| tence of an Ordinance, to which his Conſent was not given 


(as by Law it ought )) to act againſt Law, which He him- 


ſelf was to obſerve, and his Subjects to obey. 


Notwithſtanding which, the Parliament voted their Or- 


dinance for the Defence of the Kingdom , not at all pre- 


judicial to the Oath of Alegiance , but to be obey'd, as 
being agrecable to the Fundamental Laws; and the King's 
Commands for the Lieutenancy over the reſpective Coun- 
ties to be illegal and void; which was indeed a downright 
forcible diſſeizing and ouſting of his Majeſty of his juſt 


Right and Prerogative of the Militias of the Kingdom, and 
_ neceſſary Defence of it, as well as his own Perſon and Au- 


- 


Wong. i. 15. TY es oe: 
M. I cannot deny but that you have given a fair Account 
of all the conſiderable Tranſactions relating to this great 


Affair of the Militia, which was the chief ground of that 


unhappy Quarrel between the King and the Two Houſes : 


pet give me leave to urge what I have heard ſeveral well. 
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Bibliotheca Politica. 
meaning Perſons to obſerve, concerning His Majeſty's 
leaving London, and going to York; that it was a great won- 


der to all prudent Men, That the King ſhould leave the 


Capital City, the place of His and His Predeceſſor's uſual 
Reſidence ; where moſt of His Friends and Servants were 
about Him; the Magazine of all Proviſions both for War 


and Peace; the Seat of Intelligence and Supplies; and be- 


take Himſelf to the Country; where theſe things were 

| ſcarce to be had. And by His leaving the Town, bring 

great Troubles and Diſadvantages upon Himſelf, and His At- 

2 ; unleſs He had fully reſolved before ever He had left 

2 Town, to have begun a War againſt the Two Hou- 
"* 5 

And whereas You alledge, That His Majeſty could not be 


ſafe at Whbitchal by reaſon of the Tumults and Inſults of 
the Mob: I pray tell me, Why He might not have ſccu- 


red Himſelf ſufficiently againſt them, either by continuing 


at Hampton-Court, or elſe by removing to Windſor 5 which, 


beſides the diſtance from London, is a place of that compe- 
tent Strength, that He might have continued ſafe enough 
there againſt any Attempts, except a formal Siege; tho the 
Citizens and Apprentices ſhould preſume to come down 
thither to Petition Him with Arms in their Hands ? And 
admit they had made any Aſſault upon the place, they could 
have done Him no prejudice; ſince at the worſt, beſides 


His own Ordinary Guards, He might have © ordered the 


poſſe Comitatus of the Adjacent Counties to come in, and 


ſuppreſs thoſe Tumultuous Forces. But inſtead of this, the 


King went away to N.; and tho' the Two Houſes, as 
well before He went, as after His arrival there, often peti- 
tioned Him to return to them; yet he ſtill refuſed to do 


it; and ſo the War began (as they ſaid) by His raiſing a 


Guard of the Gentty, and People of that County, for the 
Security of His Perſon, and going to ſeize Ammuni- 
tion at Ha, when no Army was as yet railed againſt 
F. I confeſs what you now urge does carry a confiderable 
| Shew of Reaſon with it, and was much argued Pro and 
Con, by the Politicians of thoſe Times: But if we may 
give the King the liberty (as every Man elſe ought to have) 
of judging of the Greatneſs of His own danger; and ſince 

| : | F 2: 4 (as 
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and prepoſſeſs d againſt the King, as the People of London; 
fo that He might have been Aſſaulted and Impriſon'd-, 
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(as Your ſelf confeſs ) He could not be ſafe at 7/4itehal, 
by reaſon of the Tumults of the Rabble, it might have been 


as hazardous for Him to have ſtay'd any where elſe fo near 
the Town: For ſuppoſe the City Rabble had come down 


with Arms in their Hands to Hampton. Court, and Windſor, 
to petition Him to grant the Two Houſes the Command of 
the Mililia, or any thing elſe they had a mind to, the Poſſe 


Co mitatus you mention would (I.doubt) have ſtood the King 


in little or no ſtead ; and have hardly ſuppreſs'd them; ſince 
the Common People of molt of the Adjacent Counties had 
Cas appeared by their late Petitions) been as much poiſon'd 


nay, taken in His own- Houſe ; and the Parliament might 


for ought I know) have taken their parts that did it, and 


declared, That they were not to be kept out, or denicd 
thoſe Petitions, which the Two Houſes had Voted to be ac- 
cording to Law, as well as they had done before, when the 
King afcer a great Concourſe of the Rabble coming down 


to Weſtminſter, cried out no Biſhops, and gave ſaucy Lan- 
guage to Himſelf : Therefore, for the better prevention of 
any more ſuch dangerous Tumults and Uproars, fo near His 


own Palace, and the Two Houſes of Parliament, He*had 


directed His ſpecial Mrit, unto the Sheriffs of London, to place 
a Guard at Weſtminſter. But the Houſe of Commons pre- 
ſently Voted it to be a Breach of their Privileges, and an 
Offence of an High Nature; and thereupon not only or- 


der'd the ſaid Watch to be Diſcharg'd, but Queſtioned 


and Committed the Juſtices for ſetting it, as hath been al- 
ready related. Now what can be a more expreſs Proof, 
That the prevailing Faction in the Houſe of Commons 


were fo far from ſuppreſſing, That they rather encourag'd 
thoſe Tumults, and thereby not only took away the Li- 


berty and Safety of both Houſes of Parliament, but alſo 
rendred it unſafe for the King's Perſon to remain in His 


own Palace? 


But as for His Majeſty's going down to York, and His. 
farther Proceedings after He came thither ; I fhall for His 
clearer Juſtification, give. you a ſhort Account of them. As 


to the buſineſs of Hull, and the King's taking a Guard at 


%rk for the Security of His Perſon, there will be, I hope, 


little. 
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Bibliotheca Politica. 
little need to doubt, Whether the King might not very well 


juſtify His Actions at that time, and in ſo dangerous a 
Conjuncture; for He now plainly ſaw, That the Parliament 


| had already endeavour'd to get the Militia of the Kingdom 


both by Sea and Land into their own Hands; whereby 
they might, whenever they pleaſed, compel Him to do 


what they had a mind to; it was ſure then high time (if 
ever) to prevent them them from ſeizing all the Magazines 


of the Kingdom, and to ſecure ſomewhat whereby He 
might be able to manzge a Defenſive War, in Caſe they 


| ſhould proceed to extort the whole Power of the Milnia by 


force. Therefore ſince thoſe Arms in Hull were His own 
proper. Goods, being bought long ſince for the War againſt 


the Scots, He might, I think, diſpoſe of them to any uſe 
He pleaſed, unleſs it were to make War upon His People; 
which he always utterly diſavow'd and declared againſt. 


And therefore for Sir fob» Hotbam to preſume to ſhut the 


King out of His own Town, though He offer'd to enter 


it but with Twenty Horſe, was certainly an Act of down- 


right Rebellion; for he might as well have ſhut Him out 


of any other, nay, all the Towns of Exgland as That; fo 


that this Act alone could be no Declaration of His Intenti- 
on to make War againſt the Parliament; eſpecially after 
Sir John Hotham had alſo ſummoned the Tramed- Bands of 
the Adjacent Country to come in to His Aſſiſtance; beſides 
thoſe Forces that he had already brought with Him from 
London, before the King had done any Hoſtile Act upon 


that place : All which was as plain and open Declaration of 


War againſt the King. as any could be, unleſs he had 
actually diſcharged the Cannon on the Town: Walls, againſt 
His Majeſty. Therefore upon theſe Proceedings the King 


might be very well juſtified, if He alſo raiſed all the Militia 
of Yorkſhire, to reduce that place to His Obedience : For if 
the Parliament by their own Authority could keep the King 


out of His own Town by force, they might as well have 
appeared in Arms againſt Him in the open Field, as they did: 
not long after. | 


M. But I ſuppoſe You are ſenſible enough what they in- 


ſiſted on in their Juſtification of this Action, vis. That 
though Sir Jobn Hot bam did firſt keep the King out of Hull 
by their. Order; yet this (ſaid they) was oaly done to 
„„ ff.... 
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prevent His beginning the War upon them, which they 
were very well fatisfied He deſigned, when He went into 
the North: And this ( they ſay) was evident by ſeveral 
of His Actions: For eiſe to what purpoſe did He ſend the 
Queen into Holland, with the Princeſs Her Daughter; toge- 
ther with the Rich and Antient Jewels of His Grown, and 
divers Pictures of great Value, which were there Pawned, 
or Sold outright, and the Money laid out to buy Arms and 
Ammunition, which She brought over with Her not long 
after, when She Landed at Burlington-Bay in Yorkſhire ? Or 
to what end elle did the King leave His Parliament, and 
go to York ; and there under the Colour of a Guard for the 
Security of His Royal Perſon, raiſed Forces which in a lit- 
tle time after increaſed to an Army? And admitting it to 
be true, That the Parliament firſt Iflued out Commiſſions 
for raiſing of Men, and muſtering the Militia for their 
Service ; yet it was not till the King had endeavoured to 
Ruſh, enter Hull, to ſeize the Arms that were laid up in that 
p 655- place, and alſo till there had been divers Bickerings and 
Vid. % s Skirmiſhes in ſeveral Counties between the Militia that had 
Hiſt, &. been Muſter'd, and Commanded by the King's Commil- 
fioners of Array, and the like People that were Headed by 
thoſe. who were ſent by the Parliament to Muſter and Diſ- 
cipline them; fo that what the Parliament did, they look- 
ed upon as done in their own Defence. And had they ſtaid 
till he had actually raiſed an Army to have marched up to 
London, the King might then have ſurprized them, quite un- 
provided for their own Defence; ſo that they could have made 
no conſiderable Reſiſtance, for the Safety and Preſervation 
of the Parliament, and conſequently of the Liberties of the 
Nation. And if this had been, as they themſelves ſer forth, 
it puts a much better Colour upon their Cauſe, and Subſe- 
quent Actions; ſince that makes it only a Defenſive War 
againſt the King, which is juſtifiable enough upon Your 
own Principles. N | 1 
F. Iwill not deny, but that when the Queen, and Her 
Daughter, the Princeſs, went over into Holland, with the 
Jewels and Pictures you mention, it might be done with an 
intent to Pawn them for Money, in caſe a War could not be 
avoided; but that there was none then deſigned by the King 
that Summer, appears plain enough, by the Queen's not 
| „5 coming 
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Bibliotheca Politica. 
coming over with theſe Arms till the Year following; ſince 
otherwiſe She. went early enough in the Spring to have 
bought thoſe Arms, and ſent them over to the King, or 
returned Her ſelf with them the ſame Year. And as for 


Your other Objection, That the King deſigned a War, 


by His going into the North, and there railing a Guard, 


and endeavouring to ſeize the Town of Hull, it was the 


Violent Proceedings of the Parliament, that forced Him to 
that Reſolution ; for beſides that, He did not think Himſelf 
ſafe any where near London, where the Militia of that 
City was commanded by its own Officers, regulated by the 
Parliament; when they might, under the pretence of re- 
moving Evil Counſellors, not only have ſeized them, but 
his Own Perſon likewife. And when upon His firſt depart- 
ing from London to Theobalds, they fo earneſtly preſſed Him 
to ſettle the Militia of the Kingdom by Act of Parliament, 
in the Hands of Commiſſioners of their own appointing ; 
what was it, but to tell Him in plain Terms, that the For- 
ces thereof were no longer to be truſted in His Power ? 


For after He had ſo openly attempted to ſeize their Mem- 


bers, they no longer look'd upon Him as their Friend, and 


ſcarcely as their King, any more than in Title; becauſe 
when once they were poſſeſſed of the Sword, that main 


Prerogative of the Crown, they knew that He and all thoſe 
that adher'd to Him, were abſolutely in their Power ; and 
therefore He had very good reaſon to tell the Commiſſion- 
ers, whom the Parliament had ſent to Him to Theebalds for 
his Aſſent to the Bill for the Militia, That He wonld newer truſt 
that Power whol'y out of his own hands, no, not for an bonr. 

M. I ſhall not inſiſt farther as to this Point: But pray 
give me the reſt of this Year's Tranſactions. 2 
F. With all my Heart; and I will do it as briefly as I 
can; but muſt firſt farther inform You, That a littie before 


this, the King Himſelf offered a very good Expedient to 


compoſe this Diſpute, by a Bill for the Settlement of the 
Militia for a certain time; wherein He was content to Name 
but one half of the Lords Lieutenants, and other Officers, 


and fo leave the reſt to the Nomination of the Parliament. 


But neither would this ſatisfy them, unleſs they had the 


'fole Power of it ſetled in Commiſſioners of their own No- Whitl 


mination, and that without any time limited; and to that ate 
, | : Va | end 
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end they refuſed the Bill the King had offered, and drew 
up another (that Iaſt mention'd) by which they put that 
great Truſt wholly in certain Lords and Gentlemen, whom 
they look upon to be entirely in their Intereſts, quite ex- 
cluding the King from having any more to do with it, 
than it He had been a Duke of Venice; and the unreaſon- 


able urging of this Bill proved that Rock of Offence, on : 


which the Common Peace of the Nation was not long after 
ſplit. . 


M. But pray tell me, What did the King after he came 
to Tork? 6 5 1 

F. I ſhall obſerve Your Directions. You may remember, 
That after He had been denied entrance into Hull { which 
has been taken notice of by Your ſelf ) He proclaim'd 
Hot ham, a Traytor, and ſo return d toYork, and from thence 
ſent to the Parliament to have exemplary Juſtice againſt 
Him ; and that the Town, together wich the Magazine, 


| ſhould be deliver'd to Him: but they were fo far from 


complying with His reaſonable demand, (tho' He ſent more 


than once about it) that after ſome Meſſages which paſſed 
between the King and them, they Iſſued out a Declaration 


wherein they juſtify'd Sir Fobn Hotham's late Action, and 
ſet ſorth the King's deſign upon Hull, as an Infringement 
of the Liberties of the Subject, and a Breach of the Law 
of the Land ( tho* how, or wherein, had been a hard mat- 
ter to ſhew); and then they ſent certain of their own Mem- 
bers down thither for the better ſecuring of the Town. 
Hot bam being thus backed by the Parliament, preſently ſent 
out Warrants in his own Name to ſummon the Trained- 

Bands of the Adjacent Country to march in with their 
Arms for the defence of that place; which being obey'd 


by ſeveral of them, he then pretended he had no preſent 


occaſion for them; and ſo havin 
them Home again. | 


— 


A little before this, the Two Houſes not only paſſed 
their Ordinance for the Militia, againſt His Majeſty's Con- 
ſent, and without letting Him have any ſhare in the diſpo- 
ſal of it; but alſo to reinforce it, Iſſued out a ſtrict Order, 
requiring all Perfons ſo Authoriz'd by themſelves, imme- 


g diſarm'd them, turn'd 


diately to put that Order in Execution; which was done, 


notwithſtanding the King's Declaration to the contrary ; 


wherein 


CCC 
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wherein He ſet forth, That it was Illegal, and commanded. 
them not to obey it, ſince the Two Houſes had no lawful 
Authority to make any ſuch Ordinance without His con- 


ſent. But this Declaration found no Obedience; for the 


Parliament- Commiſſioners had already muſter'd it, and ex- 


erciſed the Trained-Bands in ſeveral Towns and Counties, 


You ſhall hear farther by and by. 3 
Whereupon the King having hitherto had no Guards, but 
His Gentlemen Penſioners, and His Ordinary Yeomen, and 
knowing the Parliament had ſometime before rais'd a Guard 
for their own Security: He therefore Iſſued out His Letters 
of Summons to the Gentry of Yorkſhire, to attend Him at 
Tork; who coming to Him accordingly, He then acquaint- 
ed them with the late Illegal Proceedings of che Parlia- 
ment: And that He looked upon His Perſon to be no 
longer in Safety without a greater Guard, and therefore deſi- 


red their Aſſiſtance for that Purpoſe; and this being cheerfully 


| Where they were able to do it; of the Succeſs of Which, 


Dugd. 
p. 92. 
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complied with by moſt there preſent, they return'd Home to 


raife the Forces He told them were neceſſary for His preſent 
\ Service; and not many days after, He farther ſignity'd to 
them by His Letters, That He ſhould take it kindly if they 


would attend Him, fo arm'd and provided as they ſhould 


think fit; for He apprehended Himſelf in ſome Dan- 


ger. 


Two Houſes were ſo highly alarm'd, that thereupon they im- 
mediately Voted, that what the King had done at York,in rai- 
ſing of a Guard, was a Preparation for a War againſt them,and 
a Breach of the Truft tepoſed in Him by His People, con- 
trary to His Oath, and tending to the Diſſolution -of the 
Government ; and that all ſuch as ſerved Him therein, were 
Traytors to the Laws of the Kingdom. 


Now by what Law they could judge it ſo, Iam yet to Tack 


> 
* 


ward the Firſt 4 That tt belongs to the Ring alone to probi- 


bit force of Arms, and all ot ber Force, when it ſhall pleaſe Him, 


and to puniſh Offenders which. ſhall do contrary to Lan,; and 


berem every Subject FE 10 be A. ding and Aſſiting. - 
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This was readily obey'd, and many of them came in to 
Him, perſuant to His Summons. At this the Faction of the 
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But to Return to the Matter in Hand. Immediately * 


ter this, the Faction ar Weſtminſter publiſh'd another Decla- 


ration in the Name of Both Houſes of Parliament, for- 
* bidding all Men to attend His Majeſty at His Pleaſure, ex- 


© cept ſuch as were bound thereto by Special Service: And 
that if the Trained Bauds, or any other His Majeſty's Sub- 
© jets, ſhould upon any ſuch Command be drawn out in a 


* Warlike manner, they ſhould be eſteem'd as Diſturbers of 
* the Publick Peace: Wherefore the Sheriff of each County 
was thereby order d forthwith to raiſe the Power thereof, 


to Suppreſs the ſame, and to keep His Majeſty's Peace ac- 


| mk 
P- 93. 


Id. ib. 


Dugd. 
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cording to Law. 2 OT | ; 5 
And having already Voted, That the Magazines of each 
reſpective County in England, and Wales, ſhould be preſent- 

ly put into the Power of ſuch Lords-Lieutenants. G c. as 
the Parliament moſt confided in: They alſo publiſh'd anv- 
ther Declaration, Highly reflecting on His Majeſty's late 


© Gracious Meſſages, Anſwers , and Declarations, Taxing - 


© Him with Breach of His Word, and Promiſes ; as alſo 


_ © with continued Oppreſſions and Violations of the Laws, 


© and with an intent to bring up His Northern Army to 


© 1we the Parliament. | 


And having ſo done, they Voted farther the next day, That 
© the King (ſeduced by Wicked Counſel) deſigned to 
© make War againſt His Parliament; which (as they pre- 
© tended ) in all their Conſultations and Actions, propoſed rio 
© other End unto themſelves, but the Care of his Kingdom, 
© and the Performance of all Duty and Loyalty to His 
© Perſon. „„ „ 
Nor was this All; but at the fame time they made as 
great Preparations for a War, as if it had been againſt a 
Foreign Enemy: 1 5 ES 
Having managed their Point. thus far, they go on, and 
ſer forth another larger Remonſtrance, in Juſtification of 
all their Proceedings: In which they had this bold Expreſſi- 
on, That now they bad brought their Work to ſuch an height, and 
degree of Succeſs, that not bing ſeemed to be left in their way, © 
able to binder the full Accompliſhment of their Deſires 3 unleſs 
Cod in His Fuſtice ſhould ſend a grievous Curſe upon them. 


Then 
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Then within Three days after, they ſent a Petition to Id. p. 94. 
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the King, in the Name of both Houſes, which was deli- 


for the Breach of His many fair Promiſes, and Pretences; 


and deſired Him to Disband His Guard, it being a Cauſe 
of great Jealouſy and Danger to the whole Kingdom: 
Otherwiſe they told Him, That they ſhould employ their 


Care and utmoſt Power to ſecure themſelves, and future 
Parliaments, and to preſerve the Peace and Quiet of the 


Realm. And ſhortly after, they publiſh'd a Third Remon- 


ſtrance, ſtill juſtifying their former Actions, and farther blaming 
Him for every thing He had done, and challenging the Ob- 


ligations of His Oath (upon that Æquivocal Conſtruction 
of quas Vulgus elegerit ) to paſs all Bills which they ſhould 


vered to Him at York 35 © Wherein they boldly blamed Him, 


tender unto Him. About this time alſo, they remov'd the 


Magazine from Hull to the Tower of London: And farther 
Voted. That whoſoever fhonld lend or bring any Money 


into this Kingdom, upon the King's Jewels, &c. ſhould be 
adjudged an Enemy to'the State. Ws 14 
M. But had they not a plauſible Defence to make for 


N this, if they were ſatisfied, that the King had raiſed this 
Guard, not only upon Pretence to ſecure His Perſon, but 


indeed to ſeize Hull with the Magazine of Arms there, in 


order to make War againſt the Parliament? And were not 


the Crown Jewels now ready to be Pawn'd by the Queen 


in Hiland, to buy Arms and Ammunition for the ſame Pur- 


8:77 WON -3: n | . 
F. L. can eaſily take off this Obje&ion : For ſure it was 


high time for His Majeſty to provide for His own Safety, 


when the Parliament bad ſometime before began to borrow 
all the Money and Plate they could upon the Publick Faith, 
as they then call'd it. And in this che Citizens of Lon- 


don ſte yd che mſelves ſo zealous, that the) not oniy brought 


inigreat! Quantitied of Plate, hut their Wives deliver'd up 


their Caudle Cups. Thimbles, and Bod ki, to maintain the 


good old Care;; hich their Preachers fo highly encouraged, 


. that they denounced all hefe who refuſed to contribute to 


it, accurſed from Gedi; cunningly applying that Text to 


their preſent Papo Cie ye Alen, &. I ſuppoſe you 
know well enougb wha: follows, witheut my repeating it. 


And farther, Wann Guard, Was it not as la w- 
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ful and neceſſaty for Him to have one, as the Parliament 
who had rais'd one (as they pretended ) for their own Se- 
curity ſeveral Months before. But indeed the prevailing 
Faction in the Two - Houſes repreſented every thing they 
did themſelves, as very juſt and lawful; Bur, as if they had 
been the Sole and Supreme Power of the Nation, they decla- 
red the ſame thing, when done by the King, as Illegal, and 
Arbitrary ; for He (poor Gentleman) was wholly to ſub- 
mit to their Dictates, and lie at their Mercy; as appears 
about this time, by their ſeizing of Portſmouth, and all other 
ſtrong places near London, into their Hands, together with 
the Royal Navy; and then paſſing that ſtrange Vote above- 
mention d, upon His Majeſty's raiſing but one Regiment of 

Foot, and a few Horſe for His own Security. | 


by 


AM. But, pray, Sir, Tell me, what effect theſe violent Pro- 
ceedings then wrought upon the Minds of the chief of the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom? r: 
F. I thank You for minding me of it; and I muſt now 
take notice, That not long after His Majeſty's coming, to 
York, and continuing there; many of the Chief Nobility, 
as likewiſe of the Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
with other Gentlemen of Note and Eſtates, being fatisfied 
in their Conſciences of the Juſtice of his Cauſe, from His Ma- 
jeſty*s Declarations,and the whole Progreſs indeed of Affairs, 
reſorted to Him at that City; and the Lord-Keeper Little. 
ton himſelf, tho? at firſt he ſeem'd inclinable to the Parlia- 
ment in the buſineſs of the Militia, yet now, having deli- 
vered the Great Seal to one whom the King had ſent for 
it, he preſently after followed it himſelf, and then had it 
recommitted toHim: Andhis coming in at that time very much 
conduced to His Majeſty's Service, as being a Man of great 
Courage, Parts, and Learning. Not long after his Arri- 
val, upon His Majeſty's Declaration that He would not re- 
quire any Obedience from ſuch as attended Him , but what 
was warranted by the Known Laws of the Land; and that 
He would defend the Proteſt ant Religion (eſtabliſhed by 
Law, the Liberties of the Subject, and Privileges of Parlia- 
ment, againſt which He would not engage them in any: War, 
unleſs it were for his own neceſſary Defence. There- 


upon the Lord-Keeper, together with the Duke of Rich- 


mend, the Marquis of Hartford, and divers other Earls and 
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Lords, to the Number of above Forty ſubſcrib'd in Writing 


a Promiſe, whereby they engag'd themſelves not to obey 
any Orders or Commands whatſoever, not warrantable by 
the Known Laws of the Land;and farther, engaged to defend 
His Majeſty's Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, together with 
His Juſt and Legal Prerogatives, againſt all Perſons and 
Power whatſoever : As alſo to defend the True Proteſtant 
Religion eſtabliſhed by the Law of the Land, the Legal 
Liberties of the Subjects of England, and juſt Privileges of 
His Majeſty, and both His Houſes of Parliament. 


der, or Ordinance whatſoever, concerning the Militia, that 


had not the Royal Aſſent. This was Dated the 13th of 


Janes 16423: -: :.:.- | : 
M. Theſe were indeed very fair Proteſtations from Per. 
ſons of fo great Worth and Honour. 
had theſe Proceedings upon the Two Houſes at et- 
minſter? | | a = | 
F. Why, juſt none at all. For I cannot but alſo 
' obſerve, That a few days before this, the Two Hou- 
ſes being fluſh'd with their Succeſs, and confident of 
their own Power, ſent down to the King certain Pro- 
poſals for a Peace and Agreement, which were called the 
Nineteen Propoſitions ; by which they not only demanded the 
whole Power of the Militia, but alſo in effe& the whole 
Regal Authority into their hands. Unto which He ſoon af- 


tet returned a full and clear Anſwer by the Marquis of Herts 


| ford, and Earl of Sourbampton. 


To ſecond theſe Propoſitions, within four days after, they Ruſh: 
ſet forth another bold Declaration againſt His Proclamation p. 551. 


of the 27th of May, whereby He had forbid all Obedience 
to the Parliament's Ordinances for the Militia : Now ( in op- 
poſition thereto ) they declared it to be void in Law, re- 


quiring all Officers to muſter, raiſe, march, and exerciſe, 


according to their late Ordinance ; aſſuring them, for ſo do- 
ing, of Protection from both Houſes of Parliament. | 

And within few days after this, they ſent out an Order, 
in the name likewiſe of both Houſes, with freſh Propoſals 


© late ſolemn Vow and Proteſtatioa, for ſuppreſſing the trai- 
| 4 | | © terous 


And 
| Laſtly, They engaged themſelves, not to obey any Rule, Or- 


But pray what effect 
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for the bringing in of Money and Plate; as alſo for provi- Wbiti. 


ding Horſes, Horſemen, and Arms, in perſuance of their P. 57- 
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' © terous Attempts (as they call'd them) of thoſe wicked 
and malignant Counſellors, who fought to engage the King 
in a War againſt his Parliament; and likewiſe with Inſtru- 
« tions for the Depury-Lieutenants to proceed therein,them- 
© ſelves firſt making Subſcriptions accordingly that very 
day: And about the ſame time they ſent down divers of 
© the moſt active Members, to execute their Ordinance 
© for the Militia, in the Counties of Leiceſter , Lin- 
© coly, Eſſex , Kent, &c. who infuſed into the People 
ſtrange Apprehenſions of very great Dangers, that ſo they 
might be the better prepared to take up Arms in their De- 
Fence (as they pretended.) After this they borrowed Money, 
Plate, and other things, of the Inhabitants of the City of 
London, on the Publick Faith, for the buying of Arms, and 
raiſing of Men, under pretence of a Guard for both Hou- 
ſes; notwithſtanding the King had ſent a Letter to the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Sheriffs of London forbidding 
to give or lend any Moneys, or provide any Horſes or 
Arms; fince it was only out of malice given out, that He. 
deſign d to make War upon the Parliament. | 
This I the more particularly take notice of, for you to 
obſerve , how the Two Houſes were providing all things 
ready for a War theinſelves, whilſt the King had as yet nei- 
ther Men, Money, nor Ammunition, and was hitherto at- 
tended with no more than his ordinary 'Retinue: So that 
all the effect His Majeſty's Letter produced, was only an 
Order, in the Name of both Houſes, That the Deputy- 
Lieutenants throughout the Kingdom ſhould tender Propo- 
ſitions to the ſeveral Counties, for raiſing of Horſe for the 
Service of the King and Parliament: And ſoon after that, 
a Declaration of both Houſes was iſſued out, whereby they 
juſtified their raiſing of Forces, alledging them to be for 
Maintenance of the Proteſtant Religion, 'the King's Autho- 
rity and Perſon, the free Courſe of Juſtice, the Laws of 
the Land, Privilege of Parliament, &c. Forbidding any Of- 
ficers whatſoever, to ſpread that Paper, (for ſo they ſtiled 
His Majeſty's Letter), juſtifying their former Votes, that 
the King intended to levy War apainſt his Parliament; 
intimating that neither His Majeſty's Commands nor Threats 
could withdraw or deter ſuch as were well affected to the 
Publick, from contributing their Money, Horſes, and 
Plate. EL 2 | AM. But 


Bite Babies.” 


M4. But pray, Sir, what effect had theſe Declarations? 

F. Til tell you as faſt as I can: In ſhort, they fully an- 
ſwer'd their Expectations; for (having thus deluded the Peo- 
ple) large Proportions were daily brought in, and the 
County of Eſſex alone contributed Twenty ſeven thouſand 
Pounds and upwards, and Eight hundred Horſe; Heriford- 
ſhire, Eight thouſand Pounds, and Three hundced Horſe, Oc. 
as appears by the Calculation thereof, made upon the 207h 
of Aaguſt enſuing. The King therefore, taking theſe their 
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violent Practices into Conſideration, and that they had ſet 


up Lieutenants and Deputy Lieutenants in all Counties, de- 
claring his Commiſſions of Lieutenancy illegal; upon ma- 
ture deliberation and advice (about this time) He iſſued 


out his Commiſſions of Array into all parts of the Realm; 


which courſe had been antiently uſed by his Royal Progeni- 


tors, for prevention of Invaſions, or ſuppreſſing of any In- 


ſurrections, and approved hy divers antient Statutes. And 


thereupon He ſet forth a Proclamation , informing all His 

Loving Subjects, of the Lawfulneſs and Uſe of them, com- 
manding their Obedience thereunto; which Commiſſioners 
the Lord Strange, Son to the Earl of Derby, in Lancaſhire, 


 andCheſhire; the Karl of Huntingdon, and Mr. Henry Haſtings, 


his Son, (afterwards Lord Loughborough in Leiceſterſhire, ) with 
others in thoſe Counties, to whom they were directed, did 
- firſt put in Execution, but not without great oppoſition from 
the Commiſſioners of the Militia, appointed by the late Or- 

22 of both Houſes; as you will hear farther by 

add b = 

But hereupon the Members at ißt minſt er publifed a 
large Declaration, in the Name of both Houſes, repre- 
| ſenting thoſe Commiſſions of Array to be contrary to the 
Laus of the Land, deſtructive to the Libe:ty and Property 
of the Subject; yea, (if they might be believ'd ) fo full of 
Danger and Inconvenience, that it would bring an heavier 
| Yoke of Bondage upon them, than any that had been ta- 
ken away by this Parliament. Their Factious Emiſſaries 
were in the mean while employed in fundry Parts of the 


Realm, to perſuade the People, that thoſe Commiſſions 


were to reduce the Eftates of all the Yeomanry of England to 


Ten pounds per annum, and to enflave them beyond all Ex- 
pteſſion. And left thoſe, who were thus ſeduced by theſe 
Fe | = their 
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their ſubril Illuſions, ſhould receive any ſatisfaction from 


His Majeſty's Gracious Declarations, whereby the upright- 


neſs of His Actions, and Candor of His Intentions, might 


any ways appear, they ſent out Orders, ſtrictly prohibiting 
the publiſhing of them; promiſing Protection from the Par- 
liament, to thoſe who ſhould refuſe ſo to do. 1 
But to make ſhort of the reſt of this Narrative of 
Matter of Fact; after Both Houſes had ſet out Two other 
long and ſpecious Declarations, wherein they pretended 
their whole endeavours to be for His Majeſty's Honour and 


Safety; the Regaining the Antient Laws, Rights, and Liber- 


ties of the Kingdom which had been ſo much invaded;the ſet- 
tling the Prote/tant Religion in Peace and Purity, & e and at the 


ſame time Taxing the King with an endeavour of a Change 


both in Religion and Government; as alſo with breach of 
ſolemn Proteſtations ; and that He had already begun a 
War againſt them, being ſeduced by Popiſh Councils, and 


a Malignant Party, who had deſigned nothing but Slavery 


and Confuſion. ; and that this gave them a juſt occaſion to 
raiſe Forces , for the Defence of Religion, and the Laws of 


the Land. To which, tho' His Majeſty publiſh'd full and ra- 


tional Anſwers ; yet the Party at Weſtminſter, and the adja- 


cent Counties were ſo prepoſſeſſed with Prejudice, that they 
had little or no Effet, e. . * 
M. But what was the Iſſue of theſe Declarations? 
F. Why from Skirmiſhes in Paper, they proceeded by De- 
grees to real Hoſtilities; for ſo ſoon as the Parliament had 
prevail'd upon a great many Perſons of the City of Lon- 


don, and Eighty Miles about it, to bring in their Money, 


Y 
Plate, and Horſes, upon the Publick Faith (as they called 


it) they began therewith to buy Ammunition, and to 


19. p. 690. 
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raiſe Men, tho' they were not form'd into an Army till 
ſome time after. {= 4 SJ 9922 e 

In the mean while the War was in a manner begun by 
divers petty Conflicts in ſeveral Counties between the Com- 
miſſioners, whom the Parliament had order'd to Muſter and 
Command the Militia; and thoſe other Commiſſioners who 
acted for the ſame purpoſe by Virtue of the King's Com- 
millions of Array, grounded on the Statue of 5th Henry the 


Feurth ; which being by both Houſes Voted: Regal, and 
— | + 8 | againſt . 
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againſt the Liberty of the Subject; thereupon happen d ma- 
ny petty Engagements in ſeveral Counties between the 
 Train'd-Bands in thoſe places, which were divided into 
Two different: Parties, of the King, and the Parliament, 
ſome of the Nobility and Gentry fiding, with the one, and 
ſome with the other, according to their different Intereſts 
and Principles; as particularly in Lancaſhire; where the Lord Hiſt. 
Strange, Son to the Earl of Derby, having raiſed great part p. 109. 
of the Militia of Lancaſhire, with an intent to ſeize Man- 
cheſter for the King's Service, was repulſed by Sir 7 ho. Stanley, 
and others, with the loſs of one Man on the Parliament's 
ſide, which is ſuppoſed to be the firſt Blood that was ſhed 
in this unhappy Quarrel ; and not long after the like Con- 
reſts happen d in Oxfordſhire, Dorſerſhire, and Warwickſhire ; 
and that with various Succeſs, and the loſs of fome Men on 
either part. e TY S 44; | 
A. But you have not yet told me, What the King hath 
been doing at Hull all this while, which ſeems to have been 
the main Buſineſs of this Summer. | _ 
Fi. I ſhall tell you as faſt as I can: But J could not do it 
till I had given you an Account of the Succeſs of this great 
Aſſair of the Militia. Sir Fobn Hotham having now provi- 
ded his Garifon of Hal, with Men and Ammunition , the 
King about the middle of Fuly, reſolved to beſiege that 
place; and having raiſed a ſmall Army of about Three 
thouſand Foot, and a Thouſand Horſe out of the Militia May. ga, 
of Yorkſhire, march'd againſt the Town, tho? but with ill 93. 
Succeſs; for fo ſoon as the Governor heard of their Ar- 
_ proach, he immediately pull d up the Sluces, and laid all 
the Low-grounds about the Town under. Water -. fo. that 
all that could be afterwards done, was to\block it up, and 
reduce it by Famine. | Me . 5 
But the Gariſon in Hul would not let it go fo far; but 
boldly fallying out to the Number of about Five hundred - 
Men, under the Command of Sir fob» Meldrum, they beat 
off the King's Forces, which conſiſting chiefly of the Country 
Trained-Bands, prefently ran away; and the Horſe being 
thus deferted by the Foot, quickly follow'd them towards 
Beverly; but upon the retiring of the Parliament- Party, the 
Siege was again renew'd ; but was ſometime after quite 
raiſed. When the Governor had received freſh Supplies 
4% | 3 . fro n 
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from London, Sir Fobn Meldrum made another Sally ; and 
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killing about Twenty Men, and taking about as many more 
Priſoners, and ſetting Fire to the King's Magazine of Gun- 
powder, and other Ammunition, it ſo diſcouraged Him, 
that by the Advice of a Council of War, He reſolved to 


raiſe the Siege, and retire again to rk : And ſo the Sum- | 


mer paſſed, till the King by a Reinforcement of His Army, 
ſer up His Standard at Nortingba m. | 
M. But I forgot to ask you, What became of the Fleet 
all chis time: And. how it came to paſs, That the King 
made no uſe of it, to ſtrengthen and block up the Town 
of Hul by Sea? | : = J N 
F. I thank You for putting me in Mind of this; and I 
will give You an caſy Anſwer to it. In ſhort, the Parlia- 
ment had now made themſelves Maſters of almoſt the whole 
Royal Navy; and putting out Sir John Pennington Admiral 
for the King, gave the Earl of Warwick the Chief Com- 
mand of it ; who undertook it notwithſtanding. the King's 
Commands to the contrary ; and immediately failing out 
with a ſtrong Squadron of Men of War, eaſily reduced all 


ſuch Ships, whoſe Captains refuſed to obey his Orders ; 


and in the Downs they ſeized upon a Man of War then 


bound for Newcaſtle for His Majeſty's Service, together with 


a {mall Veſſel laden with Gunpowder ; which, as it proved 
a great Addition of ſtrength to the Parliament, ſo it was 
a great weakening and diſappointment to the King's In- 
tereſt. "eg i | 
M. This Action of my Lord of Warwick was indeed very 
bold, and violent, and ſuitable to the Character of that 
Nobleman, who afterwards proved one of the greateſt Ene- 
mies the King had. But pray, Sir, proceed. © 
F. Matters being arrived to this heighth between the King 
and the Two Houſes, they did not long continue in this 
uncertain State ; but after a tedious Debate in the Houſe of 
Commons, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of divers mo- 
derate Men of their own Party, it was at laſt Voted on 
the 12th of Faly, and afterwards agreed to by the Lords, 
That an Army ſhould be raiſed forthwith (as they pre- 


© tended) for the Safety of the King's Perſon , the Defence 5 


* of both Houſes of Parliament, and of thoſe who had 
© obeyed their Orders and Commands ; and for preſerving 
| : 3 oe, | 3 
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Earl of Eſſex ſhould be General of it, with whom they de- 
 Clared they would Live and Die. All chat in their Votes 


ſhew'd of any Moderation, was, That they then alſo Vo- 


ted a Petition to be ſent to His Majeſty, to move Him to a 
good accord with His Parliament, and to prevent a Civil 
War; but was only to this Effect: That He ſhould diſmiſs 
His Forces from about Hull, New-caſtle, and other places, 

and recall His Commiſſions of Array, and return nearer 
to His Parliament, and hearken to their Advice: And that 


they would then ceaſe thoſe Preparations they had made 
for their Defence, and would put the Town of Hull in the 


ſame condition as it was before Sir Foby Hoi bam brought his 
Forces into it. But as for their Ordinance for the Militia, 
they inſiſted to have it Setled by a Bill, in ſuch a way as 


| ſhould be honourable and ſafe for His Majeſty, moſt 
agreeable to the Parliament, and effectual for the good of 


the Kingdom; which ſignified no more in General Terms, 


than to tell the King, That the Militia ſhould be ſetled as 
they pleaſed themſelves. This was not to be done neither, 
_ unleſs the King would leave all Delinquents (that is, all thoſe 
who had obey'd His Orders) wholly to their Juſtice, or ra- 
ther Diſcretion. f 8 | | 


But His Majeſty having diſpatched the day before, be- 


| ing the 11th of Fuly, a Meſſage to them upon His ſend- 
ing Forces to Hull, requiring that place to be deliver'd to 
Him, together with his Proclamation , wherein He ſet 
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forth how ill Sir fob» Hotham had dealt with Him by divers 


Hoſtilities committed in, and from the ſaid Town; and of 
the Ships under the Command of the Earl of Warwick, 

keeping that Port and Paſſage by Sea to it, in order to 
ſeize fach Ships as were employed in His Service: And 
therefore He ſummons all His good Subjects in General, to 
come in to His Aſſiſtance, for the reducing it to His Obe- 
dience: And concludes with a Proteſtation , That He 


would continue to defend the True Proteftant Religion, as 
it is by Law Eſtabliſh'd in the Church of England; the Laws 


of the Land; the Rights and juſt Liberties of His Subjects, 
equally to and with His own juſt Prerogative ; and other 
things needleſs here to be repeated, . 

. 5 . ©, 5 But 


. a "Fl 
bof the True Religion, the Laws, Liberty, and Peace of © 
© the Kingdom : And then they alſo Voted, That the 
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Id. p. 663. But before the Receipt of this Meſſage, the Two Houſes 

having already prepared the above-mentioned Petition, they 

reſolved to Return no other Anſwer to it, than the Petition 

it ſelf; to which, being delivered by the Earl of Holland, 

Sir Fobn Holland, and Sir Philip Stapleton : The King imme- 

diately after Return'd a very reaſonable and ſolid Anſwer; 

wherein He bids them remember, That (which all the 


of Whitebal!, for the ſafety of His Life; and that not till 

Id. p. 605, both Houſes of. Parliament upon their own Authority 
raiſed a Guard to themſelves (having gotten the Com- 

mand of all the Trained-Bands of London to that purpoſe) 

without the leaſt Colour or Shadow of Danger; That 

they uſurped a Power by their pretended Ordinance 

( againſt all Principles of Law) over the whole Militia of 

"i Oe | the Kingdom, without, and againſt His Majeſty's Con- - 

—_— ſent ; That they took poſſeſſion of his Town, Fort, and 

Magazine of Hul, and committed the ſame to Sir Jobn Ho- 

tbam, who had ſhut the Gates againſt His Majeſty, and by 

= - force of Arms denied entrance thither to his own Perſon; _ 

5 That they juſtified this Act, and took Sir Fobn Hotham into 

1 1 their Protection for whatſoever he had done or ſhould do 

againſt Him; and all this while His Majeſty had no 

| other Attendants than his own. Menial Servants:  _ 

_ That as for His Forces He ſhould not diſmiſs them till 


World knows) His Majeſty was driven from His Palace | 


Hull was again reduc'd to His Obedience; and as for the 


Commiſſions of Array, He inſiſted that they were Legal, 
and which He promiſes to prove fo, by a Declaration to be 
ſhortly publiſn'd. As to His coming nearer to His Parlia- 
ment, He ſaid, He hath expreſſed Himſelf fo fully as to 
His ſeveral Meſſages, Anſwers, and Declarations , and fo 
particularly avowed a real fear of His Safety, upon ſuch 
Inſtances as cannot be Anſwered, That He hath reaſon to 
take Himſelf ſomewhat neglected. He (fayshe) is alſo 
forry, that ſince upon ſuch manifeſt Reaſons it is not ſafe 
for His Majeſty to come to them, both His Houſes of Par- 
liament will not come nearer to His Majeſty, or to ſuch a 
place where the Freedom and Dignity of Parliament might 


from London, He ſhould be glad to hear of ſame Examples 
of the puniſhing the Authors of it, which He knows not 
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be preſerved. And as for the Tumults that had driven him 
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how to expect, ſince the Houſe of Commons had already 


declared, that they knew not of any ſuch Tumults, tho” 


the Peers had deſired, both for the Dignity and Freedom of 


Parliament, that the Houſe of Commons would join with 
them in a Declaration againſt them, which they refuſed ; 


and notwithſtanding the Complaints that He Himſelf had 


= made of things of that Nature, yet they had neglected to 


enquire out the Authors of divers Seditious Actions, Speech- 
es, and Writings. Then he proceeds, That as for che 
leaving Delinquents to the due Courſe of Juſtice, His Ma- 
jeſty is well aſſured He hath given no ſhelter to any fuch. 
But if by Delinquents, ſuch are underſtood, who refuſe to 
ſubmit to the pretended Ordinance of the Militia, and 
that of the Navy, or to any other which His Majeſty hath 
not conſented to; or thoſe who had Publiſhed His Procla- 
mations, or had Read His Meſſages and Declarations (as 
divers Miniſters about London, and elſewhere, had done; ) 
or ſuch as had lene His Majeſty Money in the Univerſities, 


or any other places, His Majeſty declares to all the World, 


That He will protect all ſuch with His utmoſt Power and 


Strength; it being no leſs his Duty to protect thoſe wbo 


are innocent, than to bring the guilty to Condign Puniſh- 
ment; of both which the Law is to be Judge. And then 
concludes, with ſhewing, that much greater Delinquents 
act on their ſide ; yet agrees that all Delinquents ſhall be 


oceeded againſt — — to the Known and Unque- 


ſtionable Rules of the Law, Os 
Having ſaid thus much of the Particulars of their Peti- 
tion; He then proceeds to complain, That ſince the og 
thereof, they had beaten their Drums for Soldiers againſt 
Him; armed their own General with a Power deſtructive 
to the Law and Liberty of the Subject, and choſen a Gene- 
ral of their Horſe. That Sir fobn Hotham, beſides his burn- 
ing and drowning the Country, had ſeized His Wine, and 
other Proviſions for His Houſe ; and therefore demands, 
That the Town of Hul, with his Magazines, be forthwith 
delivered into the Hands of ſuch as He ſhall appoint: That 
his Navy be forthwith deliver'd into ſuch Hands as He hath 


directed for the Government thereof: The detaining of it, 


after His Majeſty's Directions publiſhed and received to the 
contrary, and employing His Ships againſt Him in ſuch 
985 ns | man- 
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manner as they are now uſed, being notorious High Trea- 


ſon in the Commanders of thoſe Ships. And then concludes 


with a Demand, That all Arms, Levies, and Proviſions for 


a War, made by Order of both Houſes (by whoſe Exam- 
ple His Majeſty hath been forced to make ſome Preparati- 


ons) be immediately laid down, and the pretended Ordi- 


nance for the Militia, and all power of impoſing Laws upon 
the Subject, without His Majeſty's Conſent, be diſavowed; 
without which, the ſame pretence will remain, to produce 
the ſame Miſchiefs = - | h 


Theſe things being done, and the Parliament adjourned 2 


co a ſafe and ſecure place, His Majeſty promiſes in the Pre- 
| ſence of God, and binds Himſelf in all Confidence and Aſ- 


ſurance on the Affections of His People, that then He will in- 


ſtantly and moſt chearfully lay down all the Forces He hath 
raiſed, and diſcharge all His future and intended Levies, that 


there may be a general Face of Peace over the whole Ki 


ng - 
dom; and then He will repair to them; and deſires all Diff 
rences may be freely debated in a Parliamentary way, whereby 


the Law may recover its due Reverence, the Subject his juſt | 


Liberty, and Parliaments themſelves their full Vigor and 


Eſtimation ; and ſo the whole 
Quiet, and Proſperity” 


Kingdom a bleſſed Peace, 


And if theſe Propoſitions ſhould be rejected, his Majeſty | 


. doubts not of the Protection and Aſſiſtance of Almighty 


God, and the ready Concurrence of His good Subjects, 
who can have no hope left them of enjoying their Own 
long, if their King muſt be oppreſſed and ſpoiled, and 


muſt be remedileſs : And tho his Towns, his Ships, his Arms, 
and his Money be gotten and taken from Him, He hath a 
good Cauſe left, and the Hearts of his faithful People, 


which, with God's Bleſſing, He doubts not will recover all 
the reſt; And then His Majeſty concludes, That He ex- 
pects a full and poſitive Anſwer by Wedneſday the Seven and 


twentieth of this Inſtant July: Till when, He would not 
make any Attempt of Force upon Hull, hoping in the Af- 


fection, Duty, and Loyalty of the Petitioners; and that in 
the mean time no Supply of Men be put into Hu 


a l , or any 
of His Majeſty's Goods taken from thence. = 


M. Theſe Offers appear very fair and reaſonable 


| but 
what Return did the Two Houſes make to them? e 


F. I'II 


& 
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F. Tl tell you preſently : To this Anſwer the Lords and 
Commons a few days after ſent the King a Replication by 
the Earl of Holland; the effect of which was, to let Him 
know, that they could not agree to His Majeſty's demands 
for the delivery of Hull, and the Magazine, together with 
the Navy, or the recalling the Ordinance of the Afilitia; 
the laying down of all Arms raiſed by Authority of the 


Two Houſes of Parliament, and adjourning themſelves to 


ſome other Place: Becauſe the reaſon wherefore they took 


the Town of Hull, with the Magazine, and Navy into their 


_ Cuſtody; and why they paſſed the Ordinance of the Mili- 
tia, and made preparations of Arms; was only for the Secu- 


rity of Religion, the Safety of His Majeſty's Perſon, King- 
dom, and Parliament; all which they did ſee in evident and 


eminent Danger: From which, when they ſhall be ſecured, 
and the Forces of the Kingdom ſhall not be uſed for the 


Deſtruction thereof, they ſhall then be ready to withdraw 


the Gariſon of Hull, to deliver the Magazine and Navy, 
and ſettle the Militia by Bill, in ſuch a way as ſhall be ho- 


nourable and ſafe for His Majeſty, moſt agreeable to the 
Duty of Parliament, and effectual for the good of the King- 


dom, as they have profeſſed in their late Petition. And for 
adjourning the Parliament, they apprehend no Reaſon for 
His Majeſty to require it, nor Security for themſelves tocon- 


ſent to it: And then conclude, That His Majeſty need not 


fear returning to London, conſidering the Loyalty and Fide- 
| lity of chat City to His Majeſty. And as for laying down 
of Arms, they excuſe it, till the Cauſes that had moved 
them to take them up, ſhall be removed; and then they 
ſay when this is done, they ſhall be willing to forbear ma- 


king any farther Preparations, &'c. But of all this they 


make themſelves the ſole Judges. 


But I cannot here omit , That tho both the King and 


Parliament commanded theſe their Declarations, Meſſages, 


and Petitions to be printed and publiſhed, and alſo to be 


read in Churches ; yet the latter either miſtruſting the Juſt- 


naeſs of their Cauſe, or fearing leſt the People ſhould receive 


any due Information concerning the Juſtneſs of che King's 
Cauſe, and the Sincerity of his Intentions, ſtreightly forbid 
any Miniſters or other Officers from reading or publiſhing. 
any Declarations, Meſſages, or Anſwers ſent them by the 


Ning; 
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—— — — —•ú Agar Firs 1-7 7 


Bibliotheca Politica, = 


King; and thoſe that refuſed to obey; were committed to 


Priſon; as in particular they dealt with Sir Richard Gurney, 


Lord-Mayor of London, who for publiſhing the King's 


Commiſſion of Array, was not only depoſed from his Of- 
fice, but alſo committed to the Tower, where he lay a long 
time. 13 2 2 : | | 
T have given you the more particular Account of this Pe- 
tition, and the King's Anſwer, with their Replication there- 
unto, that you may the better obſerve how things ſtood be- 
tween the King and the Two Houſes, and who were moſt 


in the fault, that they could by no means come to a better 
underſtanding. I ſhall therefore now proceed further to 


ſhew = how they daily grew into greater Ads of Hoſtili- 
ty, till it came to that heighth as engaged the whole Nation 
in a Civil War, which ended in the Ruin of the Royal 
Party, the Murther of the King, and the enflaving of the 
whole Nation. PS ror, N 


M. But, pray Sir, before you go on farther, tell me whe- 


ther, according to your and their Principles, the Parliament | 
had not a fair Colour for what they did: For who ( ſaid 


they) can, or ought to judge, when the Kingdom is in dan- 


ger, or that the King goes about to deſtroy the Liberties of 


| the People, and to make War upon the Parliament, but 


themſelves, the Repreſentatives of the Nation, and /ole 


Judges and Interpreters of what is Lam? Now when they had 


thus ſolemnly declared their own ſincere Intentions, That 


they did not deſign to begin any War againſt the King, 
but only to take Him from His Evil Counſellors ; and 
therefore ſtill earneſtly beſeeched Him to return again to his 


Parliament at London; and He refuſed to do it, but ſtaid in 


the North, providing Arms, and raiſing men for his Guard; 

why ſhould it be ſuppoſed that this was for an 

than to make War upon the Parliament ? | 
F. I grant that this was the effect, and indeed chief, if 

not only Reaſon, in all their Declarations and Remonſtran- 

ces, why the Nation ſhould put full Truſt and Confidence 

in whatever they ſaid; yet the King did not fail in his 


Meſſages to them, as alſo in his Printed Declarations, in 
. Anſwer to whatever could be urged upon this Head, to ſee 


forth, That the Parliament were not the ſole Judges and 
Interpreters of the Law, without Himſelf; for upon that 
SY. EY Ground 


y other end, 
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Ground ( unleſs the Two Houſes ſhould be ſuppoſed infalli- 
ble, and not capable of judging or acting any thing amils ) 
they might engroſs all the power of the Kingdom to them- 
ſelves, and fo leave Him the empty Title and bare Name 
of a King, as they had in effe& done by their Ordinauce 
concerning the Militia; over which they aſſerted, That He 


had no more Authority but as it was declared, and iſſued by 


and from themſclves. Now granting it to be according to their 


own Allegation, that the King was one of the Three Eſtates 


ofthe Kingdom (whereas He is indeed the Head of the whole 
Body Politick) yet even upon this Suppoſition, they could 
not, nor ought to judge and declare what was Law withour 

Him : For ſuppoſing Him to be but equal with them, it is a 
known Maxim among Equals, That Par in parem nullam ha- 


bet poteſtatem; and that in diſtinct Perſons and Powers, each 
of them muſt be endued wich an Independent Right to act 


and judge for themſclves. Therefore ſince they had made 
the King's Stay in or near London unſafe for Him, by the 
Tumults raiſed and fomented by the Faction in both Hou- 


ſes, could any body but Himſelf judge when His Perſon was 
in danger, and what were the beſt means for his own decu- 


rity 2 If therefore they thought it convenient ſeveral Months 


before to have a Guud atligned them for their Defence 


againſt a Malignant Party, might not the King have a like 
Right to a Guard for his Defence, againſt thoſe that had 
now got all His Fleet and Naval Stores, with his Magazines 
of Arms in the Tower and at Hal, into their own hands, 


whether he would or not? and had by thus violently inva- 
ding his Prerogative without his Conſent, not only put 


. themſelves in a Poſture of War, but indeed actually begun 

it, by the Commiſſions they had iſſued out for muſtering the 
Ailitia of the Kingdom, before the King's Commiſſions of 
Array were actually put in execution for the fame purpoſe ; 
but eſpecially after they had avowed and juſtified Ho:ham's 


ſhatting Him out of Hal, and thereby treated the King as 


if He had been a publick Enemy to the Nation ? 

To conclude : If they had their Fea:s and Jealouſies of 
His Proceedings, why might they not be mztual, and He 
likewiſe have the ſame of Theirs 2 For when once men ceaſe 
treating each other like Equals, by Reaſon and Perſuaſion, 
and come to Force, they ate then diſcharged of all Civil 
4 : : TIN | Obli. 
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Obligations; and in that ſtate it is lawful vim vi repellere, 


to repel Force by Force. Therefore ſince neither the Kin 


nor Parliament could agree upon theſe Points, and that 5 
ther of chem were infallible, all they could do was to ap- 
peal to the People, which fide they would take and adhere 


to; tho? as their Condition was very unhappy, whilft they 


knew not which of theſe contending Powers to follow or 
obey ; yet certainly thoſe that took part with the King had 
the Law on their ſide, ſince by the Statute of the 11:h of 
Henry the 7th, none can be called in. queſtion for aſſiſting 
the King in His Wars againſt His Enemies, whether Foreign 
or Domeſtick. | : 


I. But, pray Sir, tell me then, why you have not hi- 


therto called the Two Houſzs, and all that aſſiſted them, 


downright Rebels and Traytors, as certainly they were 
(according to our old Church of England Principles) not- 
wichitanding they were at firſt choſen for the Repreſenta- 


tives of the Nation? And it the Cavaliers had ( as you 


ſay ) the Law on their ſide, then the other Party acting 

againſt Law, muſt deſerve that Title by your own ſhewing. 
F. I do not at preſent concern my ſelf with what they 

were indeed, but ſhall decline giving them or their Adhe- 


rents thoſe hard Names of Rebels and Traytors , for ſeveral 


Reaſons: As firft, Becauſe I am now to declare my ſelf di- 
rectly of no Party, but᷑ to ſhew wherein the King and Par- 


' liament were both to blame, as certainly they were, as well 


in the beginning, as carrying on of that unhappy Civit War. 


And inthe next place, I forbear calling them plain Rebels, 


becauſe the King, having made the Two Houſes by his own 
Act not ſubject to any Diſſolution or Prorogation, other- 
wiſe than by their own Conſent, had fo far made them In- 
dependent upon Himſelf, and had given them thereby a 
Power of looking into, and cenſuring his Actions, whether 

He would or not; eſpecially ſince they put ſuch a ſpecious 
Gloſs upon all they did, that it was hard for many well- 
meaning and prudent Men of the Long Robe among them, 
to believe their Party in the wrong, but that they acted in 


defence of the Proteſt ant Religion, and the Liberties and : 


Privileges of the Nation; with an acknowledgment of a 
Submiflion to the King's Authority, as far as they thought 


is. according to Law, TI ſhall not call them direct Traytors 


for 
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for what they at Grſt did, till the I-dependent Party in the 
Houſe of Commons having got the aſcendant of the Presby- 
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rerians, and alſo beaten the King in the Field, and had his 


Perſon delivered to them by the Scots, not only kept Him 
in Priſon, but voted no more Addreſſes ſhould be made 
to Him, and took the whole Power, both Civil and Mili- 
| tary, into their own hands; and from that Period of Time 
I ſhall not ſtick to call them Traytors : Since no man can 
juſtify the impriſoning of the King, without committing 


Treaſon by the Act of the 25 of Edward the Third; where- 


in 1 find no exception, whether it be done by one or both 


of the Houſes of Parliament, or by any other perſons what- 


foever; ſince they are all the King's Subjects, as well in 
their Politick as Private Capacities  _ | 


I ſhall now return from whence I have digreſſed „and 
proceed with the Narrative of what remains of this unhap- 


py Civil War, till the Murther of the King. The Parlia- 


ment having raiſed a powerful Army under the Command 


of the Earl of Eſſex ( as you have already heard) the King 


thereupon iſſued a Proclamation, whereby that Earl and all 
his Adherents were declared Traytors, yet with pardon to 
ſuch as ſhould return to their Obedience within Six days. 
But this gracious Offer was ſo much contemn'd, that fo ſoon 
as it came to their Notice, the Two Houſes publiſhed a De- 
claration in their Names, containing many ſhameful Inve- 
ctives againſt His Majeſty, declaring all ſuch to be Tray- 
tors, that were Contrivers or Countenancers of this laſt 


Proclamation of Auguſt the tb: And that if His Majeſty | 


would disband his Forces, abandon thoſe wicked Counſel- 


lors, and hearken to the wholſome Advice of His Great 
Council, they would endeavour then to make Him and his 


Poſterity as Great and Rich as any Prince that ever ſway d 


the Scepter. But theſe were but ſpecious Pretences ; for 
they had already taken the Town of Pertſmouth by Siege, 
together with Power- Caſtle by Surprize; and having now 
borrowed an Hundred 'thouſand Pounds of that Money 
that had been raiſed for the Service of Feland (with which 


the King not long after tax'd them in a particular Meſſage ) 


they proceeded to raiſe freſh Forces, till they had compleat- 
ed an Army of above Thirty thouſand Horſe and Foot; 
whilſt the King's Forces were as yet weak and inconſidera- 
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ble for want of Money to pay them; till going down into 
the Borders of Wales, as far as Shrewsbury, and there having 


ſome Money lent Him, and good ſtore of Plate brought 
im in from divers of the Loyal Nobility and Gentry of 
thoſe Parts, He therewith raiſed ſo conſiderable a Force, 
that He was ſome time after able to give the Earl of Eſſex 
Battel, as He was marching in perſuit of Him towards 


London. | 


But I ought to have ficſt told you, That on the Five and 


- ewentieth of Auguſt preceding, the King had erected His 
Standard of War at Nottingham, tho He then wanted a com- 


pleat Army to encounter the Parliament, till He found means 
to recruit it, as I have now related: Which particular de- 
ſerves your notice, ſince the Parliament declared that this 
was the beginning of a War againſt them; whereas indeed 
the War was actually begun ſome Months before on their 
fide, by Hotham's ſeizing upon, and. keeping the. King 


out of Hull, and by their reducing all other Towns and 
Places of Strength into their power, and by their Ordi- 


nance for the Ailitia, and ſeizing the Forces of the King- 
dom into their own hands, ordering a vigorous Reſiſtance 


to be made againſt all ſuch as ſhould dare to oppoſe them, 


by victue of the King's Commiſſion of Array (as hath been 
already mentioned.) But I cannot omit taking notice, that 
immediately upon his Majeſty's Arrival at Nottingham, He 
ſent the Two Houſes a gracious Meſſage, wherein He told 
them, That confidering the many Miſtakes which had ari- 
ſen by the Meſſages; Petitions, and Anſwers, that had paſ- 


fed between Him and the Two Houſes of Parliament, and 


which might be prevented by ſome other and nearer way of 


Treaty: He therefore propoſed, that fit Perſons ſhould be 


enabled on either ſide to treat of and conclude all differ- 
ences between them, for the publick Peace of the King- 
dom, and farther promis'd all Safety and Encouragement 
to thoſe, that ſhould be ſo appointed by the Parliament; 


and concludes, That if this Propoſition ſhould be by them | 


rejected, God would abſolue Him from the Guilt of the Blood 
which muſt be ſpit, , | | 


14.p.785- To which the Two Houſes Return'd a very High and 
Poſitive Anſwer, wherein they refuſed to enter into any 
Bs RE ent. 15 „ Treaty 
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Treaty till the King had recalled His Declarations, whereby 
the Earl of Eſſex, and Both Houſes of Parliament, with all 
their Adherents and Aſſiſtants, had been declared Traytors; | mM 
9 and that His Majeſty take down His Standard; ſince whilſt „ 
they remain'd in that State, they cannot (as they ſaid) by _ ; 1 
their Fundamental Privileges of Parliament, give Him any | 
other Anſwer. To this the King however ſoon Return d a 19, p.786. 
| ſhort and fair Reply. Firſt He proteſted that He never 
intended to declare both His Houſes of Parliament Traytors, | 1+ 
or ſet up His Standard againſt them; and therefore to re- | | 1 
move all ſcruples which might kinder the Treaty He fo {| 
much deſired, He promiſed, ſo that a Day were appointed 
by them for revoking their Declarations againſt all Perſons - 
as Traytors, for aſſiſfing Him, He would then on the ſame - 
Day willingly recall all His Proclamations and Declarati- 
ons, and would alſo take down His Standard in order to a | 1 
"Treaty. -: ns | . e A 
But all that He could obtain from the Two Houſes, was, Id. ib. | 
That they could not recede from their former Anſwer ; and 
_ poſitively inſiſted, That the King ſhould firſt recall His De- 
clarations, and take down His Standard, and leaving His 
Forces, return to His Parliament, without any thing to be 
done or yielded to at all on their fide ; ſaying, they would 
not allow themſelves to be ſer in equal Balance with thofe 
' Perſons, whoſe Counſels had ſtill prevail'd to hinder the 
Relief of Ireland; and immediately publiſhed a Declaration, 
that the Arms they were forced to take up for the preſerva- 
tion of the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom, could not 
be laid down, until the King ſhould withdraw His Protecti- 
on from ſuch Perſons as had been Voted Delinquents by | $2 | 
both Houſes, and leave them to the Juſtice of the. Par- - - '$ 
| lament, | i 6] ht 
Jo this the King within a few days after made another May' 
Reply; the Subſtance of which was, That He could neither Hiſt. 
do, nor offer any more, than He had done already; and p. 128. 
that He ſhould think Himſelf clear and innocent from any 
Blood that might be ſpilt in this Quarret ; praying God fo 
to deal with Him and His Poſterity, as He deſired to pre- 
ſerve Religion, Law, and the Liberty of the Subject, and 
Privilege of Parliament. The Two Houſe's Return to this, 
© was in effect no more than to repeat their former Anſwer, 
| ON e Thas 
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That whilſt che King thinks Himſelf bound ia Honour to pro- 
tect ſuch Delinquents,in whoſe preſervation theKingdom can- 
not be ſafe, nor the Rights of Parliament at all maintain'd, 
they cannot enter into any farther Treaty with His Majeſty ; 
beſides other reflecting Language too long to be here repeated. 
And I have been the more particular in relating theſe laſt 
Petitions with their Anſwers, fince it will from thence .- 
plainly appear, how unwilling the King was to enter into 
a State of War with the prevailing Faction in the Two 
Houſes; who would come to no other Terms with His Ma- 
jeſty, than an Indemnity for themſelves, and a Power to 
inflict what penalties they pleaſed on all ſuch as had any 
ways aſſiſted Him in this Quarrel ; which was utterly to diſ- 
courage and deter all Perſons that ſhould go about for the 
future to aid or protect Him from their Inſults and unjuſt 
Invaſions of his known Prerogatives. Thus did they Sacri- 


fice che Publick Peace of the Nation to their own Private 
Malice and Revenge. | FRE. a 


I ſhall now draw to a Concluſion, and ſhall but lightly 
mention the particular Actions of this unhappy War, and 
What followed thereupon ; as the Battels of Edge- Hill, Mar- 
ſton- Moor, and Naſeby, and other places; in moſt of which 
the Parliament-Army obtain'd compleat Victories, under 
the fortunate Conduct of their Two Generals, the Lord 
Fairfax, and Oliver Cromwel; till at” laſt the King, being 
reduced to the loweſt-Ebb of Fortune, was forc'd to quit 
Oxford, and fly to the Scott iſh Army for Succour; by whom 
He being ſome time after given up to the Parliament upon 
ſuch Terms as had been agreed between them, He was by 
them confin'd to ſome of his own Houſes, and upon his 
refuſal to paſs ſuch Bills as they offered to Him, which were 
in effe& to diveſt Himſelf of all His Regal Power, they 
thereupon Voted, That no more Addrefles ſhould be made 
to Him in any kind; which was in effect to diſown Him 
for their Lord and King. And tho' during the War, as 
well as after it was ended, there were ſeveral Treaties ſet 
on foot, for the accommodation of thoſe unhappy differ- 
ences between the King and the Two Houſes; yet they 
ſtill proved Abortive, through the predominant Hum 


our of 
ſome - 
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ſome Leading and FaRtious Men, either of the one, or the 
other Party; who not deſiring to ſee an End of the War, ſtill 
inſiſted upon Higher and more Exorbitant Conditions, than 


were fit either for the King or Parliament to grant, with any 
Honour or Safety to themſelves; as happened particularly at 


the Treaties of Oxford and Uxbridge, at the latter of which, 


nothing would ferve the: prevailing Parties of both Houſes, 


but the King's abſolute yielding up the Power of the Mili. 
tia, and the total Abolition of Epiſcopacy . and the Book 
of Common Prayer, and giving up all thoſe that had ad- 


hear'd to Him, and aſſiſted Him in the preſent War, to 
be Fined and Impritoncd,, and Punith'd at their Dif- 


cretion. | „ | 
But when the Presbyterian Faction in the Houſe of Com- 
mons was overpower'd by that of the InJependant, which 
was back'd by Cromwel, and the Major part of the Army, 
by whom no leſs than Eleven Members were fore d to. quit 
the Houſe at once, and moſt of them to fly beyond Sea 


after this, and that the King had been frightned from 
Hampton Court, where Cromwel and the Officers of the Ar- 


my had for a time treated Him with all ſeeming Freedom 
and Honour, till He fled to the % of Wight in Dil- 
guile ; and there He was for ſome Months kept a cloſe Pri- 
oner ; but at laſt, whilſt Cromwel and his Army were gone 


into Scotland, to reduce the more moderate Kirk-Party there, 
which under the Conduct of Duke Hammilton, had raiſed 
an Army, (tho' with ill Succeſs) to ſet the K ing at liberty; 
Then the Major, or prevailing Party of the Presbyterians in 


both Houſes ſeeing their Error, and finding their Cauſe 
deſperate, reſolved to take this opportunity of Treating and 
Making a full and final Agreement with the King upon cer- 
tain Conditions; which however hard and unequal in them» 


| ſelves, yet ſince they were ſomewhat more tolerable: than 


thoſe that had been before offer'd Him, and conſidering in 


what deſperate Circumſtances his Affairs then were, He was 


obliged to ſubmit to: and had He done fo at firſt, He 


might have by a ſpeedy coming up to London, and joyning - 


his Intereſt with that of the Parliament, and City, raiſed 
an Army ſufficient to cope with that which Cromwel was 
bringing out of Scotland, which he had now reduced. But 


whilſt they were inſiſting too long upon ſeveral unneceſſary. 
| 5 | _ Punctilio's, 
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punctilio's, the General with his Independant Army, march'd - 
up to London, and ſoon put an end to the Treaty by a for- 
cible Excluſion of the Major-part of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which had Voted the King's Conceſfions ſatisfactory ; 
and then the remaining part (not being Sixty in all) up- 
on the Rouſe of Lord's refuſing to join with them, not on- 
ly Voted them Uſeleſs and Dangerous, but alſo kept them 
from eneeting any more: After which it was very eaſy for 
them to pals an Ocdinance for the Tryal of the King, by 
certain Judges appointed for that purpoſe, who both Con- 
demn'd Him, tho He utterly denied their Power, and like- 
wiſe ordered Him ( beyond what can be parallell'd in Hi- 
—_———_  '.. :. ſtory ) to be Executed at the Gates of his own Palace: All 
EE | | which He ſuffer'd, ( beſidzs many other Indignities) with 
| | the higheſt Patience, and Chriſtian Courage, as became 
the Greatneſs of that Character He bore. . 
Now I durſt appeal to Your ſelf, Whether there be any 
thing in all the Convention's late Proceedings againſt 
King James, that came near this, either in the Original of 
the Quarrel, the Means of the Profecution ; or Laſtly, in - 
the Iſſue and Conſequence of the Whole Affair. 
4. I muſt confeſs, You have given a juſt account of the 
Beginning, Progreſs, and Cataſtrophe of that unhappy Re- 
bellion , which ended (as moſt of them do when they 
prove Succeſsful ) with the Depoſition and Murther of the 
King. And tho' I do not deny, but there is ſome difference 
between that, and the late Expulſion of His Majeſty from 
the Throne ; yet it is not fo much as to make it a quite 
different Caſe, ſince you your ſelf cannot but confeſs, that 
the Iſſue of both their Votes have been much the ſame: 
(V.) The Depoſition (or as you word it) Abdication of 
the King, and the total Abrogation of His Royal Authori- 
ty. All the difference I can find between them, is, That 
in the Caſe of King Ch:rles the Fir, this was done when 
His Royal Perſon was in their Power; but in that of the 
King bis Son, it was not Voted till after his Departure, or 


1 * ll—ather his being diiven away ; ſince He could no longer fray 
—_—_— here with Honour or Safety to his Perſon : And what they 
would have done had he continued here, I cannot without 
Horror imagine: But it is well it proved no worſe, and 
that they had not the opportunity of expreſſing their Malice 
{et Crd 5 N N againſt 
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_ againſt his Perſon as well as his Government: Therefore I 
defire You would now ſhew me ( ſince you undertake to ju- 
ſtify all that the Convention has done in Relation to the King) 
Why they might not as well have condemn'd him to Death, 
(as the Rump. Faction did his Father.) as have paſſed that 
Vote, Tbat by bis Breath of the Original Contract between 
tbe King and People, and by bis Deſerting the Kingdom, He had 
Abdicated the Government; and that the Throne was thereby be- 
come vacant : Since I always thought, that it had been ſufſi- 


Ciently declared for Law by the Statute of 12th of Charles 
the Second, which attainted the Regicides of his Father, That 


neither the Peers, nor Commons ſeparately, nor yet both of them 
Together in Parliament, nor the People collectively, or Repreſenta- 
tively, bave any coercive Power over the Perſon of the King. 
And certainly this was a Fundamental Law of the Land 
from the very beginning of Kingly Government in this 
| Iſland, notwithſtanding the contrary had been preach'd up, 
and writ for, by the Leaders of the Common-wealth Facti- 
on; and much the like Doctrines have been alſo ſpread 
Abroad, and juſtified of late in Seditious Pamphlets and 
Sermons , tho' veil'd over with ſubtil Diſtinctions to blind 
the Eyes of the People. Therefore pray let me ſee how you 
can defend this part of the Controverly. 70 | 
F. I ſhall obſerve your Commands : But firſt give me leave 

to premiſe, That tho I will not juſtify the Depoſition of 
Princes, yet I very much doubt the truth of what you ſay, 
that it was always a Fundamental Law of England, that 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom, or Parliament, had no coercive 
Power over the Perſons f their Kings, or could paſs any Fudg- 
ment on their Actions: For that it was not a Fundamental Law 
from the firſt Inſtitution of the Government „I think I 


have already given you ſeveral Proofs from Bratton, and the 


Mirror of Fuſtices; and ſhewn what was look'd upon in 


thoſe Times to be the power of the Eſtates of the King- 


dom, as to the reſtraining the Arbitrary and Ilegal Action- 
of the King Himſelf, his Queen, Children, and great Officers of 
the Crown ; and what the Engliſh-Saxon's Wittena Gemots, did 
in Relation to their Kings, upon any Notorious Breaches of 
the Fundamental Laws of the Government „or a General 
Violation of the Liberties and Properties of the People, con- 


_ frary to Law; as you may remember formerly in the Tn- 
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gdances of King Sigebert, and Edwy, and others in the Saxon 
Times: And that the ſame was held Lawful, and put in 
practice after the Norman Conqueſt ( as you call it), is as 
plain from what Two ſeveral Parliaments did in the Cafe of 
two Kings, vis. Edward, and Richard the Second; which 
Proceedings were alſo juſtified, and confirm'd by the next ſub- 
ſequent Parliaments (as you may find in our Statute Book) 
by the Acts there to be ſeen in the Firſt Year of Edward the 
Third, and Firſt of Heury the Fourtb; tho' I will not juſtify 
thoſe Actions neither, nor affirm that Parliaments have the 
{ame power at this day; it having been by them diſclaim'd 
by ſo many Subſequent Statutes. ; Fong 
M. I cannot deny that there are ſuch Statutes as thoſe 
you mention; but if you pleaſe more nearly to conſider 
them, you will find, that they were rather made to excuſe, 
and indemnify the Perſons , that had a hand in Re- 
belling againſt, and Depoſing thoſe Princes, than at all to 
juſtify the Actions themſelves ; for in that Statute of Primo 
Edward the Third, you will read it is only there Enacted 
and Declared, - That none that came over with the King 
cs that now is, and the Queen his Mother, nor none other 
© that went with the ſaid King in aid of them, to perſue 
© their Enemies, in which perſuit be King bis Father was 
ca ten, and put in Ward, and yet remaineth in Ward, ſhall be 
©Impeached, Moleſted, or Grieved in Perſon, nor in Goods, 
in the King's, or in any other Gourt, for the ſaid Facts; 
© nor for the Death of any Man, &c. from the day of the 
© Arrival of the preſent King, to the day of His Coronation. 
And much to the ſame effect is that Act of Indemnity 
| paſſed in the Firſt of Henry the Fourth, that none ſhall be 
*Y 1-4 © impeached or puniſhed, that aſſiſted that King to perſue 
BY . | © and take Richard the Second, and his Adberents. So that theſe 
__ - Acts were only Pardons to ſuch Offenders , but do no way 
| declare thoſe Actions to be Legal, or any ways juſtifiable by 
_* the Known Laws of the Land, or Fundamental Conſtituti- 
4F HER on of the Government. And as for the Law at preſent, . 
_ 1495 pyou know it is expreſly declared by the Act of the 12th of 
Charles the Second, that mot only the Command of the Militia of 
the Kingdom is His Majeſty's undoubted Right , but that neither 
f the Two Houſes can pretend to the ſame; nor can levy any War 
Offenſive or Defenſiue agginſt His Majeſty : So that I'think no- 


# thing 


Bibliotheca Politica. 

thing can be more plain and expreſs, than that the late 
Proceedings againſt His Majeſty have been altogether un- 
juſtifiable, and contrary to Law. | | p- 

F. I do not deny that what you now ſay is in a great 
part true, and our written Laws do no ways allow any Reſiſt- 
ance, or Impriſonment of the King; but however, there are 
divers Actions, which, tho' not juſtifiable by the ſtrict Letter 
of the Law, yet being for the Publick Good, and Preſer- 
vation of the Government, and Original Conſtitution there- 
of, and in caſes of extreme Neceſſity when done indeed, 


_ ought to be juſtified and pardoned by ſubſequent Patlia-, 


ments, as I have already ſufficiently made out; but ſince 
we have ſo fully diſcourſed of, and, as I thought, ſufficiently 
ſetled that Point at our Ninth Meeting, I ſhall ſay no more 
on that Subject now: And as to what you fay in Relation 
to the late Proceedings of the Convention againſt the King, 
J have likewiſe ſo fully anſwer'd all that you could alledge 
to the contrary, at our Eleventh Converfation, that I need 
not here make Repetition; only give me leave to add, That 


if the Two Houſes of Parliament have no Power to Cen- 
ſure, and paſs Judgment upon the Notorious Illegal Acti- 


ons of the King and his Miniſters, the Inſtitutions of thoſe 
great Councils are altogether in vain ; ſince it was acknow- 


ledg'd by King Charles the Firſt, in his Anſwer to the Nine- 


teen Propoſitions already mentioned, That Parliaments bad 


ſufficient Power io reſtrain Kings from Tyranny ; but this is al. 


ways to be thus underſtood, Provided they exerciſe this 
Power rightly, and as they ought, for due and weighty 


Cauſes, and not vent their oon private Reſentments and 


Revenge upon the King or his Miniſters, far flight and 
trivial occaſions- i 02: FFF 
M. Admit I ſhould grant it; yet you and your Party 
would gain little by that, ſince the Law ſtill ſuppoſes the 
King can do no wrong; and all Acts that are Illegal are 


not to be look d upon as His, but thoſe Evil Counſellors 
and Miniſters that preſumed to do them, and who ate alone 


to ſuffer for them, the Perſon of the King being always Sa- 


cred and unpuniſhable: And if it hath at ſome times happened 
oOtherwiſe in Point of Fact, it is by no means to be juſtified, 
or drawn into Example. But indeed this Revolution is 
in one thing very Singular, and without any Example, v.. 

Fes SO | KF: | | That 
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That where in all former Depoſitions of Princes, the Indig- 
nation of the People has fallen more ſeverely on the Pub- 


lick Miniſters and Officers, by whom any Actions ſuppoſed 


to be Illegal and Arbitrary, had been done, than on 


the Perſon of the King Himſelf; as any one that reads 


the Hiſtories of Henry the Third, Edward the Second, and R- 


chard the Second, may obſerve; but in this Revolution that 


has lately happened, the King Himſelf hath been almoſt the 
only ſufferer; and his Evil Counſellors, and Corrupt Mini- 
ſters and Judges, have all eſcaped ſo much as any Publick Sen- 
tence or Puniſhment ; which either ſhews, that what they 

had dane was juſtifiable according to Law, or elſe that the 
Convention was very partial to thoſe Offenders. 


But to Conclude, and return to the Point in Queſtion. 
If the Long-Parliament could not legally call King Charles 
ro any account for what He had done contrary to Law ( as 
your ſelf ſeems to grant) I defire you to ſhew me any 
ſufficient Reaſons , why it ſhould be treaſonable for the 
Long-Parliament to paſs a Vote, That the King's raiſing a 
Guard at York, was in order to make War upon the Parlia- 
ment, and a Breach of the Truſt repoſed in Him, contrary 
to His Coronation-Oath , and tending to the Diſſolution 
of the Government: And yet that the Convention's Voting, 
That King Fame, the Second, by the Breach of the Origi - 
nal Contract between Him and his People, and b 
withdrawing Himſelf out of the Kingdom, had Abdicated 
the Government, fhould be Parka on as Legal, and ac- 


- cording to the juſt Power of Parliaments; So that you muſt 


acknowledge, that the Long-Parliament were inveſted 


with a Power of cenſuring the King, and His Acti- 


ons, and calling Him to an account for them : And if 
they had, then the Caſe of King Charles the Firſt, and King 
Fames his Son will be much alike ; but if the Long Par- 


| Hament had not that Power, neither ought the Convention 


to have exerciſed it over the Actions of the preſent King. 
And pray, Sir, tell me, why the Rump-Parliament ſhould 
be guilty of Treaſon for appointing Judges to Try and 


Condemn King Charles, and the Convention ſhould be in- 
nocent, who have as good as depoſed King James, by de- 
claring Him to have Abdicated the Government ; and that the 
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Tzrone is thereby become vacant ; ſince, I ſuppoſe , that this 
Convention, tho' of all the Eſtates of the Kingdom, 


Meeting and Acting without the King's Writ, hath no more 
(if fo much) Authority as that Fag End of a Parliament 


which Murthered King Charles, and yet met at firſt by His 


Writ. : | 

F. I hope, Sir, then, if I can give a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
theſe your laſt Queſtions and ObjeRions, you will come 
over to my Opinion. In the firſt place I own, and, I think, 
you your ſelf muſt grant, that Parliaments have a Power of 
Impeaching and Puniſhing ſuch Evil and Corrupt Miniſters, 


as ſhall preſume to act any thing contrary to Magna Charta, 
and the Known Liberties and Privileges of the Nation, 


tho? they did it by the King's expreſs Commands; fince they 
are preſum'd to know the Law, and either ſhould have re- 
fuſed to accept their places upon unjuſt and unwarrantable 


Conditions, or elſe have reſign'd them, rather than obey d 


the King's Illegal Orders. But it is yet a higher aggravation 
of the Offence, if (as ſome of our Judges of late) they 
accept of thoſe Offices, on condition to give their Judg- 
ments in point of Law only as the Court ſhall direct: So 
that the difference between us barely lies in the true Senſe 
and Meaning of this Maxim in Law, that the King can do no 


wrong : Or if He do any in His own Perſon, how far he is 


liable to Anſwer for it. I grant indeed, That if the 


King never executes any Function of the Government 


in His own Perſon, He cannot be ſaid to do any wrong, 
but only thoſe His Miniſters and Inferior Officers that act 
by ſuch Orders: Yet what if the King Himſelf will 


act Miniſterially, and will take upon Him in Perſon 


to ſeize thoſe that are innocent of every thing but 
His Arbitrary Deſigns ? Or what if He will Himſelf put 


the Broad Seal to a Pardon of a Notorious Enemy to the 


Government, that ſtands Impeached by the Commons of 


England, Can any one ſay that this is not a doing wrong 


in His own Perſon 2 What if He will turn His Chancellor, 


Chief-Juſtices, and other Judges out of their places, and 


will not admit of any New ones, but ſuch as will Sacrifice 
their Conſciences, and blindly promiſe to act and give 

Judgments according to whatever He ſhall pleaſe to ſer up 
for Law? Or "a 


Iſſue 


He do in His own Perſon Sign and 


e * 
1 


_—_ 
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Iſſue out Orders for a Standing Army in a Time of Peace, f 
ſuppoſe, that being petition'd to, and deſired by ſome of 


| \ abll g 
ſuch Notorious Breaches upon the Conſtitution, He ſhould 


evidently in His own Perſon Clo 


when all other Remedies fail? And how many of theſe Acts 


He hath made upon the Laws? 
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not to defend and preſerve, but to enſlave the Nation: Or 


his Peers, who are Conſiliarii Nati, to abſtain from makin 


immediately order under His own Hand the Petitioners to 
be Clapt up in the Tower; Can the Governors of that 
lace judge whether the fault thoſe Lords ſtand committed 
or, be "Treaſon, or only High-Miſdemeanor? Or Laſtly, 
Suppoſe the King ſhall either refuſe to call a Parliament to 
redreſs theſe Grievances ; or if He you about to do it, ſhall 
et 


and Corrupt the in- 
tended Members of it, What muſt be done in ſuch Caſes, 


and Breaches upon the Law the late King was in His own 
Perſon guilty. of, I ſhall not now particularly enquire into, 
having already ſpoke ſufficiently upon theſe Points? And I 
wiſh, you, or any body elſe, could excuſe Him from theſe 

perſonal Violations. I would farther ask you, what is to be 
done, when He will hearken to no Advice and Remonſtran- 
ces that ſhall be offered to Him, to make Him ſenſible, that 
ſuch Proceedings ſtrike at the very Fundamental Conſtitu- 
tion of the Government? I ſay, what Courſe ſhall the 
whole Nation, or Parliament, as its Repreſentative, take in 
ſuch Caſes where the King will remain incorrigible, and 


will not retract what He hath done, or repair thoſe Breaches 


M. I know no other Remedy, but ſtill to apply them- 
ſelves to Him by Petition: And if Prayers and Tears will 
not do, then to obſerve Bracton's Rule, That if the King 
will not be amended, expcctet Deum Ultorem. _ wy 
F. Truly I expected ſome ſuch fort of Anſwer from you 
to theſe Queſtions. But pray tell me, What if the King is 
refolved ſtill to prove inexorable, and openly to declare by 
all His Words and Actions, that He will govern Arbitrarily 
by a Standing Army, and doth put it in practice accordingly. : 
Do you allow the People no Remedy in that Caſe but only 
Prayers, and Tears? For what ſatisfaction is it to me, my 


Prince's expecting the Vengeance of God for the Breach of 


His Coronation-Oath ? Will that prove any Alleviatian of 
the Subjects Milery, that their Prince will be damned in 


another 
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another World, when perhaps He himſelf may not believe any 
ſuch thing as a Life after this? For He may be told by His 


Prieſts and Jeſuits, that it is a Commendable and Merito- 
rious Action in Him to make Himſelf Abſolute, and to 


Trample all the Laws of His Kingdom under His Feet; ſince 


_ otherwiſe He can never ſet up the Remiſh Religion, which up- 


on their Principles is the only way to Salvation; and that 
iĩt is lawful for Him to uſe any means to compaſs it. So that 
unleſs you will ſuppoſe all Governments ought'to be Abſo- 
lute, and Arbitrary, at the Will of the King, I do not fee 


any means left the Subjects how to ſecure themſelves from | 


” the rankeſt Tyranny. - | . | 
M. To deal plainly with you: It is ſtill my firm and [teddy 


Opinion, That it the worſt Caſe which you have here 
put, 'ſhould happen, it is better for the People to rely upon 


God's Providence, what ſhall become of their Perſons, Re- 
ligion, and Liberties, than to provoke His Wrath by any 
Rebellion, or Reſiſtance of the King or His Officers; ſince 

I do not think that even the Defence either of our Religion, 


or of thoſe Liberties and Privileges which have been grant- 


ed by our former Kings to the Subjects of this Nation, can 


ever be Counterbalanced by a Rebellion and Long Civil War; 


for beſides the preſent Calamities which it certainly brings 
along with it, it commonly ends in the Deſtruction of the 
King's Perſon, if not the Expulſion of the Royal Line and 
Family; as we have ſeen lately in the Flight of the Queen, 


With the Infant Prince, which was followed with that of 


the King; rather than which I think any thing, even Perſe- 
cution it ſelf for Religion, were better to be endured by 


us, than a Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


Fi. I am ſorry You and I have Diſcours'd fo long, and 
ſo often about theſe matters, without being able to make 
each other any whit wiſer ; and that you are ſtill ſo obſti- 
nate in your firſt Opinions: I muſt therefore beg your par- 
don that I cannot be of your Mind, ſince our Principles 

are ſo different: You ſuppoſing that no Reſiſtance of a Ty- 
rannical, Illegal Power, if carried on under the Name and 
Authority of a King, can be in any Cafe lawful for the- 
People or Subjects, let what will be the Conſequence ;;:. 


whilſt I (who believe the People were not made, or or- 


dained by God, only for Kings to uſe them as their Slaves, 
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or meer Brutes) am perſuaded, that for the Pre ſervation of 
their Natural and Civil Liberties and Properties, conferred 
on them by the very Conſtitution of the Government, 
not by the meer Grace and Bounty of former Kings, 
as ſome of your Party affirm, (and therefore of which 
the whole People can be the only proper Judges), 
they may not only take up Arms, but drive out 
ſuch a Tyrant that ſo invades them, if they are able of 
themſelves to do it; or elſe may beg the Aſſiſtance of 
any other Neighbouring Prince, that will be ſo generous as 
to undertake their Cauſe. Otherwiſe I can ſee no Remedy, 
but that all Kings, how limited ſoever, may make them- 
ſelves not only Abſolute Monarchs, but their People as Ab- 
ſolute Slaves as thoſe in Turky, or Muſcovy. And I am fo 
much a Patron of Liberty, that I cannot think any of the 
Conſequences you mention, ſuch as a Long Civil War, 
or the Expulſion of a Tyrannical Prince, can be worſe 
than conſtant Slavery, Ignorance, and Poverty, which are 
the certain Conſequences of your Hypotheſis, of leaving all 
Princes to diſpoſe of the Eſtates, Lives, and Liberties of all 
their Subjects at their pleaſure. And tho' I own, that War, 
and the loſs of Thouſands of Lives, may happen in the de- 
fence of them; yet this State is rather ſometimes to be 
preferr'd (if it cannot be avoided) than the other; as any 
Man, I think, would, if it were put to his Choice, rather 
have a Fever once in Seven Years, and come off with 
Life, than languiſh under an Ague, or Conſumption 
for the like ſpace of Time, and Die at laſt : Since that 
ſaying of the Poet is very true, Non eſt vivere, ſed walere 
Vita: And now this Parallel ſeems very juſt, without ma- 
king any particular Application of it. 7 
But to return to the Matter in Hand, To which, what 
I have juſt now faid, has been only Preliminary; 1 ſhall 
as freely own on the other ſide, that it may ſo hap- 
pen, that a Whole People, or the Major-part of them, or 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom, or Parliament, or at leaſt the 
Major. part of them, may entertain unjuſt Prejudices againſt 
the King; and by paſſing too hard a Cenſure on his Acti- 
ons, may by the Artifices of Factious and ill Men, be drawn 
into Rebellion, and to take up Arms againſt Him without 
any juſt Cauſe ; and in this Caſe, ſince there is no Superior 
Power between Him and His People, He only can be Ju 


dee, 


and 
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and the Appeal muſt then be made to God, and the Con- 
ſciences of all his Good Subjects, that remain ſtill untaint- 
ed, and will be ready to aſſiſt in maintaining His Juſt - 
Rights; or He may alſo, in ſuch Caſes, implore the Ailiſt- 

ance of ſome. Neighbour- Prince, provided He take care, 
that the Auxiliaries He ſhall afford Him may not prove ſo 
powerful as to make themſelves Maſters of the whole King- 


dom and Nation; as we often find in Hiſtory to have been 
the Event of ſuch Foreign Aſſiſtances. 


Theſe Things being premiſed, I think it not at all difficult 
to Anſwer your Queries. As Firſt, Why the Two Houſes 
of Parliament could not juſtly or legally call King Charles 
to an Account for what He had done contrary to Law. 
And Secondly, Why it ſhould be Treaſonable for them to paſs 
a Vote, that the King's railing a Guard at York, was in or- 
der to make War upon the Parliament, in Breach oſ His 
Coronation: Oath, and contrary: to the Truſt repoſed in 
Him. And yet that the Convention's Voting that King | | 
James. the Second, by the Breach of the Original Contract, 'Y 
and by withdrawing Himſelf out of this Kingdom, had | 3 
Abdicated the Government. | 


Now to Anſwer Your Queries in order, I ſhall let you 
know, that in the firſt place, I utterly diſavow all Coercive 
Power in one or both Houſes of Parliament, to call the 
King to an Account for any Actions committed by Him- 
ſelf, or His Subordinate Miniſters or Officers; and there- 
| fore all the Proceedings of the Rump- Parliament againſt 
King Charles were abſolutely Void, and Illegal, not only 
from the incompetency of the Authority, they being but 
the Fag End and Remainder of the Members of that Par- 
liament; and without any Concurrence of the Third Eſtate, 
or Peers of England; who, (tho? at that time excluded by 
Force, yet) have always had a Joint Power with, if not Su- 
perior to, that of the Commons, in all ſuch Caſes of the 
| higheſt Importance. But indeed becauſe both Houſes are the 
King's Subjects, and called by His Writ, and have Sworn Al- 
legiance to Him, therefore they could not paſs Judgment upon 
Him as a Criminal, ſince He was ſtill their Sovereign; nei- 
ther could they proceed againſt Him as an Enemy ; _—_— 
„ e © y 
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by the whole Narrative of theſe Tranſactions it appears, 


that He was unwillingly drawn into that unhappy War, 
and acted only upon the Defenſive, in Maintenance of 


His Juſt Right of the Militia, and other Prerogatives of 


the Crown, which a prevailing Faction in both Houſes 
would then have deprived Him of againſt His Conſent. 
This being fo, the other part of the Queſtion is eaſily 


Anſwer d; Why the Convention's Proceedings againſt | 


King James ſhould be juſtifiable, and not thoſe the 


Rump-Parliament againſt His Father , ſince the Inftances are 


by no means Parallel; for the Convention did in no wiſe 


take upon them to Judge or Paſs Sentence upon the King, as 


one accountable to them for His Actions; for they only 


gave theic Vote, or Cenſure, upon what He had done, as 


that which had already diveſted Him of all Right to the 


Crown; and in effect implied an Abſolute Abdication of the 


SGovernment. And I have already proved in our former 


Converſation, that when a King plainly declares by His 
Actions, that He will no longer govern by Law, and re- 


| fuſes to amend the Breaches that have been made by His 


Subordinate Miniſters, He thereby Himſelf becomes an- 
ſwerable for thoſe Miſcarriages. And tho' I grant His per- 


ſon is ſtill unaccountable, and unpuniſhable, for want of a 
Superior Power tO condemn Him; yet He may ſo carry 


Himſelf towards His People, in viſibly going about by Force 
to Subvert the Religion and Laws, that upon His obſtinate 
Refuſal, or wilful putting Himſelf out of a Capacity to 
amend thoſe Breaches He Himſelf hath made, or at leaſt 

His Inferior Miniſters by His Order; He may thereby for- 
feit and loſe the very Crown it ſelf, and all Right to pgo- 
vern any longer: but ſtill (as I have formerly faid) this 


| wholly proceeds from His own Exorbitant Actions, and not 


from any Coercive Authority the Parliament can pretend 
to over. His Perſon. Thus, for Example : If in the State 


of Nature, a Husband carry himſelf fo. cruelly towards his 


Wife, as that ſhe can no longer live in ſafety with him, ſhe 
may lawfully quit his Bed and Family, and provide for her 
own ſafety ſomewhere elſe: Aiter which, I doubt not, but 


in that State the Bond of Matrimony is thereupon diffolved; 


and this not from any Authority the Wife has over the 
Perſon of her Husband , but from the great Law of Natu 


re 
of 
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of Se preſer vation, or elſe it would lie in the power of any 
Husband to Tyrannize, nay to Murther his Wife whenever 
he pleaſed, and ſhe could have no Remedy left her to pro- 
vide for her own Safety. The Caſe is ſo plain between 
the People and a Tyrannical Prince, that, I think, it needs 
no farther inſiſting upon, than to apply what I have now 
ſaid in general, to King James Himſelf in particular. And 
J ſhall bur lightly touch upon this Head, having at our 
Eleventh Converſation fully proved, that the King's late 
Actions and Proceedings mentioned in the Prince of 
Orange's Declarations, eſpecially that of His aſſuming to Him- 
{elf a Power of Diſpen ing with all Laws, were breaches of 
Original Contract between the King and His People, and that 
there is ſuch a Contract, I think I have ſufficiently proved at our 
Tenth Meeting: And if ſo, what the King hath done 
tended to a Diſſolution of the Government; and not be- 
ing redreſſed, give the People a Right of Reſiſtance by 
force to ſuch Illegal Judgments, and Commands. And tho 
TI grant, fo long as there are any hopes left that the King 
would deſiſt from, and redreſs thoſe Violations, He ought 
not to ſuffer either in His Perſon, or Dignity , but only 
thoſe that aſſiſted Him in thoſe Exorbitant Actions; fince 
the King's Perſon ſhould always be ſacred and unpuniſhable; 
yet when He plainly declares, that He will not redreſs 
them, and puts Himſelf out of a Capacity of doing. it, 
by leaving the Kingdom without offering any Satisfaction 
for what he has done; nay, doing his utmoſt to leave the 
Nation in a State of Anarchy and Confuſion : If this be not 
an implicit Abdication of the Government, when the King 
thus abſolutely refuſes to govern any longer upon thoſe 
Terms and Conditions on which He has received the Crown, 
1 know not what can be reckoned one; unleſs you wou'd 
have an expreſs Abdication, or Renunciation of it, which I 
ſuppoſe cannot be expected in this Caſe. And if the Con- 
vention of Lords and Commons upon their Meeting have 


paaſſed their Votes that it was io, it does not therefore fol- 


low, that their bare Voting fo, can make it fo, if it were 
not fo before. However, you muſt own, that it is a ſo- 
lemn Declaration of the Senſe of the Repreſentatives of all 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom, and ought to be acquieſced in, 

and ſubmitted to, by all the Subjects of it; unleſs you 
5 | LJ Can 
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can ſhew me better Reaſons to the contrary, than you have 
hicherto done: So that after all your aggravating Expreſſi- 
ons, this Vote of theirs did not at all touch the Perſon of 
the late King, nor yet deprive Him of his Regal Authority, 
ſince He had already done ſufficient to forteit and diveſt - 
Himſelf of it: And it He hath happen'd to be the greateſt 
Sufferer in this Revolution, and that his Evil Counſellors, 
Corrupt Minifters and Judges, with other inferior Officers, 
have eſcaped Cenſure and Puniſhment, this hath fallen out 
from the Iniquity of the Times, and the great multitude of 
Offenders which have been engaged in the ſame bad Cauſe, 
and pertook of the ſame Guilt with the Papifts themſelves : ' 
And you know very well, in what manner, by the tacit 
conſent of two prevailing Factions, thoſe Offenders came 
to eſcape: But I hope the Votes of the Convention will 
however ſtand as a perpetual Land-Mark and Boundary, to 
warn all ſubordinate Officers for the future, not to break in 
upon the Liberties and Privileges of the Nation, leſt a worſe 
thing befal them. * Ez r 
But to come to your laſt Objection, the Incompetency 
of Authority in the Convention to cenſure the King's Acti- 
ons; which becauſe they did not meet upon the King's 
Wric, you will needs fancy that they had no more Right 
to ſit or act, than the Remp-Parliament, when all the reſt 
of the Members were ſecluded, and the Houſe of Lords 
yoted uſeleſs. This is indeed a -great miſtake, and which 
you could not have fallen into, had you conſidered as you 
ought, that the People and their Repreſentatives , the 
_ Eſtates of the Kingdom, were before Kings in this Nation, 
who often owed their Crowns to their Election; as I have 
already proved at our Fifth and Twelfth Converſations 3: £0 
all which I did not find you had any thing conſiderable to 


return by way of Anſwer: And that upon all manner of - 


Emergencies, and Revolutions of Government, the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom, or Parliament, have always exerted their 
Authority, either without any Writ or Summons from the 
King, or elſe have fate after the Kings who called them 
had Reſipn'd their Crowns, and Abdicated the Government. 
And to give you Inſtances of this, I ſhall begin with the 
Great Council of Parliament at Rumney- Mead, conſiſting 
of all the Nobility and People of Eng/and; in which Mag- 
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u Charta was firſt granted: And tho it was not called by 
King Jobn, yet it was by Him acknowledged for a Lawful 
_ Aſſembly of the Eſtates of the Kingdom; as you may ſee 
in Matt. Paris: And pray alſo conſult Matthew of Weſt min- 
fter, and Walſinzham's Chronicle; and you will there find, 
that upon the Deceaſe of King Henry the Third, the Eſtates: 
of the Kingdom met in a Great Council at Weftminſfter, by 
their own Power and Authority, and there ſolemnly recog- 
nized his Son Edward the Firſt (who was then, as they ſup- 
poſed in the Holy Land) his Title to the Crown, and or- 
der'd Him to be proclaimed King, when as yet they knew 
not certainly whether He was Alive or Dead: And when 
his Son Edward the Second was depoſed in Parliament, and 
had alſo ſolemnly reſigned his Crown to his Son Edward the 
Third, the ſame Parliament that had depoſed the former 
King, fate and acted without any freſh Summons, under 
the new one, and there paſled ſeveral Statutes, as you will 
find in Raſtal, or Keeble. And the like happen'd upon the 
Depoſition and Reſignation of Richard the Second: the ſame 
CES that depoſed Him, ſate ſome time after under 
Henry the Fourth ; and there were divers Statutes paſſed ( as 
there were alſo in the firſt Parliament of Edward the Third ) 
which are accounted good Laws at this day, without the 
Confirmation of any ſubſequent Parliaments, as you may 
| ſee likewiſe in the Statute-Book , and Parliament-Rolls 
| themſelves. So that when our Great Council have once 
Mmet on ſuch abſolutely neceſlary Occaſions, it is not the 
Authority that calls them, but their own inherent Right and 
Power from the Conſtitution of the Government , that 
gives ſufficient Sanction to their Proceedings. I did, asIre- 
member, at our laſt meeting but one, ſlightly mention theſe - 
two laſt Inſtances upon another Occaſion ; but ſince they 
- now ſerve for my preſent purpoſe, pray pardon me, if L 
take the Liberty to put you in mind of them again. 
M. I confeſs you have given divers ſpecious Inſtances of 
the Independant Power of Pafliaments , upon any great 
Emergencies and Revolutions of Government; But yet 1 
have very much to except againſt moſt of them. As for 
the firſt Inſtance of the Great Council at Rumney- Mead, I 
have long ſince told you my Opinion of it, that it was 
a2 Riotous and Unlawful Aſſembly, met there againſt the 
i „ King's 
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King's Will: And tho I am not for abr opating the Great 


Charter, ſince it has been ſo often confirm'd by the volunta- 


ty danctions of ſo many ſucceeding Kings; yet I muſt freely 


tell you, I think it was obtain'd by mere Force and Rebel- 
lion at the firſt. Indeed your next Inſtarice of the Aſſem · 


| bly of Eſtates that met to recognize Edward the Firſt, is 
more to your purpoſe ; but then I pray conſider, that this 
woas in a Caſe of abſolute Neceflity, in the abſence of the 


King, and for the publick Peace and Quiet of the Nation, 
to ſettle the Government in good hands, till his Majeſty s 
return. And admit I ſhould grant ſuch a way of proceed- 
ing may be good for the doing of a neceſſary and lawful 


Act; yet it does not therefore follow, that a Convention 


ſhall have power to make Laws without a King, much leſs 
to cenſure his Actions, and actually depoſe Him: There- 
fore give me leave to tell you, as you your ſelf cannot ju- 
ſtify the Two Houſes of Parliament in their depoſing King 
Edward, and Richard the Second, ſo neither can their ſitting 
and acting under their Succeſſors be defended, according to 
the ſtri& Rules and Cuſtoms of Parliament; becauſe they 
were ſummoned by their Writs to meer, conſult, and af 
wich the King that call'd them, and none other; and when 
He either reſign d the Crown, or deceaſed, their Authority 
Oe vet ͤ%˙⁴ mmm 8 
F. I ſhall not only anſwer the Objections you have now 
brought againſt my Inſtances from Matter of Fact, but 
ſhall, I hope, confirm them with ſuch freſh ones, as you 
will not be able to anſwer. Firſt then, as to what you ob- 
je& againſt the Validity of the Great Council at Rumney= 
Mead, I think it will not anſwer the end for which you 
bring it; ſince I have already, in our Nintb Converſation, 
ſufficiently vindicated the Legality of that Aſſembly ; And 
give me leave now to add, that both the Legality of that, 
and the Charter then granted, were ſufficiently aſſerted by 
King Henry the Third's confirming, or rather new granting 


of it in the firſt year of his Reign, by the Advice of his | 


| Uncle, Wiliam the Mareſcha!, Earl of Pembroke, and Gallo 


the Pope's Legate, who plainly found, that even thoſe No- 


blemen and Gentlemen that took part with the Young King 
_ Prince Lewis of France, would never be contented 


Gill it was done. And tho the ſame King Henry often con- 


firm'd 
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firm'd this Charter, as did alſo his Son Edward the Fir, yet 
it was not becauſe their firſt Confirmations were not valid 
and ſufficient, but from the want of their being obſerved 
as they ought to have been, by reaſon of the frequent 
Breaches that had been made upon it, either by thoſe Kings 
themſelves, or their Evil Counſellors and corrupt Miniſters; 
from whence, upon every notorious Violation of it, the 
Eſtates of the Kingdom were not ſatisfied, till they had, by 
giving the King freſh Subſidies (as you will find mencion'd 
at the end of thoſe Charters ) procured new Confirmations 
ol that Charter, as alſo of that of Forefts; and thoſe often 
fortified with dreadful Excommunications denounced by 
the Biſhops againſt all choſe that ſhould for the future pre- 
ſame to infringe them: Yet all this was ſcarce ſufficient; fo 
prevalent were evil Counſellors in thoſe days (as well as 
ours) over our Kings, and ſo great Temptations did they 
find often to violate them. 3 'in 

As for what you ſay in mitigation of my Inſtance of the 
Great Council that met without any Summons from the 
King, to recognize Edward the Firſt, you have granted as 
much as I would have; which is, That ſuch an Aſſembly 
is juſtifiable, ben the Publick Neceſſity and Peace of the Nati» 


on require it. Nor do I my ſelf maintain or deſire any more. 
But then I do not give the Eſtates of the Kingdom a Power 


upon every turn to meet, whether the King will or not : 
| Yet certainly, upon ſuch great and extraordinary Occaſions, 
they had, and ſtill have ſuch a Power to aſſemble, and act 
as a Parliament, and to make Laws too, notwithſtanding 
they were never called by the King's Writ at firſt. Beſides 
the Precedents of the Firſt of Edward the Third, and Firſt 
of Henry the Fourth, already mentioned; and againſt which 
you have nothing to urge, but the Law and Cuſtom of Par- 
liaments at this day; which does not hold neither, ſince 
even in our own Memory ( as I told you once before) the 
Convention that recall'd King Charles the Second, paſſed the 
Act of Oblivion, and made many other Statutes. And tho 
it is true that they were confirm'd by the following Parlia- 
ment, yet that thoſe Acts had been good without any ſuch 
Confirmation, appears by ſeveral private Acts which were 
then paſſed, without ever being confirm'd at all, and yet 
are ſtill acknowledged to be good Statutes at this day. WY | 
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And that this Independent Power of the Great Council 
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of the Eſtates of the Nation, is not peculiar to England, 
but has alſo formerly been in uſe in other Neighbouring 


Hit 
Dialogue. 


Kingdoms, whoſe Princes are now look'd upon as Abſo- 
lute Monarchs, I have already proved “ from ſeveral In- 
ſtances both in France, Spain, and other Countries: As in 


particular, that Great Aſſembly which met upon the Death 


of King Charles the Fair, to determine to whom the Right 
of the Crown then belonged, whether to our Edward the 

Third, or Philip Count of Yalois, who both laid Claim to it; 
and upon ſolemn hearing of the Commiſſioners of both the 
Competitors, the Eſtates adjudged the Crown to the latter, 


as Right Heir, by virtue of the Salique Law, tho further © 
removed in Blood than King Edward, from the King that 
laſt deceas'd. The like Deciſion I alfo told you the Eſtates 


of the Kingdom of Caſtile made between the pretended 


Daughter of Henry the Inpotent, King of Caftile, and his Si- 
ſter Tabella, who was afterwards married to Ferdinand King 


of Arragen; when upon a ſolemn hearing of the whole 
matter, the Eſtates adjudged the Crown to the Princeſs Va- 
bella, and ſet aſide a Daughter the Queen had by a Favou- 
rite, as Illegitimate. And I have again mentioned this 
piece of Hiſtory, becauſe it comes neareſt ro the preſent 
Caſe, concerning the Prince of Wales: For who ſhall. judge 
of his Legitimacy, if there appear any thing ſufficient againſt 
the Reality of his being born of the late Queen, but the 


Parliament, or Great Council of the Nation? Which I am 


ſure you cannot as yet accuſe of any Partiality in this Affair. 
M. I am ſatisfied from the Authorities you have brought, 


as well as the Reaſon of the thing, That in caſe the Title 


to the Crown is any way diſputable, that the Great Coun- 


cil of Eſtates ought to judge of it, in all Kingdoms where 
there are any ſuch Aſſemblies. But I think the Caſe of this 
\ Young Prince's Legitimacy to be ſo clear and indiſputable, 


that there can be no juſt occaſion for any ſuch Tryal. How- 


ever, if there ſhould appear any ſuch neceflity, I ſuppoſe 


the King and Queen, his Parents, would not be againſt the 
putting the Deciſion of this matter to a Free Parliament, 
conſiſting of thoſe of the true Church of England, and not 
of Whigs and Fanaticks. And as for the Power of the 


Eſtates to meet on other neceſſary Occaſions, ſuch as their 


Recognizing 
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| Recognizing their Lawful Prince, I ſhall not oppoſe that 
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neither; tho' I do not thereby allow them an unlimited | 


Power of Depoſing Kings, or of putting the Crown on 
—_ m"y_ they pleaſe, to the Bark, a of the Right Heirs 
y Blood. | 1 


F. I am glad you and I are ſo far agreed in the main; | 


tho* T cannot but obſerve, that you are under a very great 
- Miſtake, in limiting the Power of the Eſtates of any King- 


dom, only. to the beſtowing of the Crown on thoſe you call 


the Right Heirs; for pray tell me, who can better judge of 
this, than They ? And might not the Eſtates of France 

| they had ſopleaſed, have adjudged the Crown to King E 

ward, as well as to Philip of Valois; and Had not then all the 


Subjects of that Kingdom been obliged to acknowledge 


Him, notwithſtanding their pretended Salick Law ? But the 
Eftates of the Tig m. or Parliament in England, have a 
higher Power; for it is Enacted by the Statute of 14:4 of 


Hen the Seventh (which I have already Cited, tho on 


another account) bat no one whatever, who ſhall ſerve the King 
| for the time being in His Per! 0 3 or ſhall yield Him true Alle- 


Ziance in the ſame, either by ſerving Him in His Wars, or elſe- 
where, ſhall ſuffer any Attainder, or Forfeiture for ſo doing; 


where you may eaſily take notice, That the intent of this 
Statute is to Indemnify the Subjects of England, who ſhall 


aſſiſt and ſerve the King for the time being, (let his Title 


be what it will.) Now how can the Subjects of this King- 
dom diſtinguiſh, or judge, who is Lawful King, or has the 
beſt Title to the Crown, but by the Judgment and Recog- 


i 
4 


nition of their Repreſentatives, the Eſtates of the Kingdom? 


Nor is there any difference in this Caſe hetween an Act made 


by a King de Fure, and one that is only ſo de Fado; for 


you can't deny, that King Henry VII, before His Mar- 


riage with the Princeſs Elizabeth, was any other, and after 
ber Death, He could be no better; and upon your Princi- 

ples likewiſe, Queen Elizabeth her (elf had no more than a 
Parliamentary Title; and yet She made an Act in the Thir- 
teenth Lear of her Reign, that the King or Queen, with 
the Conſent and Authority of Parliament might alter, and 


limit the Succeſſion of the Crown as they thought fit: which 


be {fill in Force; and I now repeat it, to refreſh your Me- 
ras | 1 M mory, 


Act I have proved to you at our laſt Meeting but one, to 
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mory, and let you ſee, that this Revolution, and the pre- 
ſent Limitation of the Crown, is juſtified by both thoſe 
Statutes; and does not only differ in the Original and Pro- 
ſecution of the Quarrel, from the Civil War begun. and 
carried on by the Long Parkament, but alſo in the Iſſue of 
it; that ending, not only with the Depoſition and Murther 
of the King, and the fetting up of a Common-wealth, but 
With the Expulſion of the whole Royal Line, and the de- 
ſtruction of the Church and Epiſcopal Government; whereas 
it is now (God be thanked) quite otherwiſe; for tho' King 
James be declared uncapable to govern, - yet the Convention 
has thought fit to place the Crown on the Heads of His Son- 
in-Law, and Daughter, whom they look'd upon to have 
moſt Right to it. And as for the Church of England, all 
things remain in the ſame ſtate as they were in King Charles's 
Reign; and I hope will continue ſo,” or rather be Reform'd 
for the better. And therefore I think I have ſufficiently ju 
ſtified the preſent Revolution from your Objections, and 
ſhewn you, That an Old Cavalier, or true Son of the 
Church of England, may very well approve, and comply 
with this preſent. Change; and yet at the ſame time keep 
the Thirtieth of January without any Hypocriſy ; and may 
alſo ſtill maintain, that the cutting off King Cbarless Head 
was a horrid Murther and Treaſon, in thoſe. that were 
. guilty of it. | „ 5 
M. As for the Concluſion of your Speech, I wholly 
agree with you, but not in the Premiſes; for tho; the 
Crimes the Nation is guilty of in one Caſe, are not ſo 
horridly cruel and barbarous, as in the other; yet certainly 
no good Subject can juſtify the taking up Arms againſt the 
King upon any pretence whatſoever; much leſs preſume to 
declare, That He hath wiolated (1 know not what ) Original 
Contract; and that the Throne thereby is become Vacant, and then 
placing any one therein, but Him whoſe Right ic is; ſince I 
look upon the Oath of Allgiance of Perpetual Obligation 
upon all thoſe that have taken it, not only to His preſent 
Majeſty, but the Heirs of His Body begotten; ſo that you 
may keep the Thirtieth of January as much as you pleaſe ; 
yet I doubt you cannot excuſe thoſe of your Party that 
have been the Contrivers and Abettors of this Revolution, 
from much the like (tho I will not ſay the very fame) 
. Fine Crime, 
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Crime, with that of the Ramp- Parliament. And as to what you 
ſay concerning the preſent flouriſhing condition ofthe Church, 
and your hopes of the farther Reformation of it, I wiſh I 
could fee it; tho? I cannot now expect it, as things are like to 
go; fince ſome of her Members have, by the taking up 
Arms, and joining with the Prince of Orange, given the 
Enemies of our Religion a great advantage over them. And 
what will become of the Church, when the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and all other Conſcientious Biſhops and Clergy- 
men, ſhall be deprived for not taking the Oath to the pre- 
ſent Government, I dread to think; for I can forefee no- 
thing but a moſt fearful Schiſm, like to be the Conſequence 
r N „ 1 
F. I thought J had ſufficiently prov'd in our former Con- 
verſations, that taking up Arms in Defence of our Religion 
and Civil Liberties, when no other Remedy could prevail, 
was not unlawful according to our Conſtitution. Secondly, 
That there is ſuch a thing as an Original Contract, however 
ignorant you are pleaſed to make your ſelf of it. Thirdly, 
That by the Abdication, or Forfeiture of King James (call 
it which you pleaſe) the Throne did really become vacant ; 
and that it is legally filled by their preſent Majeſties : That 
the Oath of Allegiance is of perpetual Obligation I alſo 
grant; but it is ſtill on Condition, that the King ſhall like- 
wiſe truly keep and perform that part of the Contract con- 
tain'd in his Coronation. Oath, without going about to alter 
and invade our Religion and Civil Liberties by an Armed 
Force, and Arbitrary Power; and if this were not ſo, we 
| ſhould owe it wholly to the King's meer Favour and Good-: 
will, if He did not make us all Papifts, nay, Turks, and 
Slaves, whenever He had a mind to it. Theſe are indeed 
the Principles i have all along maintain'd ; and, I hope, I 
ſhall never have occaſion to be aſhamed of them. Therefore 


ſince it now grows late, and that I find it impoſlible to 
make a Convert ot you, and bring you over to my Opini- 
on, I will bid you Good- Night, and part as much your 
Friend as before: For I am ſatisfied of your Sincerity, 
and that it is only Prejudice or a Miſtaken Zzal, and too 
Scrupulous a Conſcience, that hinders you from coming 
over to our fide. | N 


A1. I thank 


—_ 8 Bib hec Politica. | 
bank vou for your kind Thoughts of me; and in 
n. can only tell you, that I think your Error proceeds 


dom much the ſame Cauſes as you ſuppoſe mine do; only 


* 8 = 1 wiſh I could add, that of a too Scrupulous Conſcience ; 
= .HowW:ver I am obliged to you for the benefit of this Evenings 


= 
a A : of 
* 


Doaverſation, in which I muſt own J have received a great 
$5 deal of light in many things which I was'before ignorant 
of; and fo I take my leave, and ſhall continue your real 
Friend and Serrant. FO 
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